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Can You Believe the Bible?

illiam Ramsay didn’t set out to prove the Bible'saccuracy. In

fact, the young Oxford graduate and budding scholar set sail in

1879 from England for AsiaMinor convinced thet, based on his
university studies, the New Testament—and the book of Actsin particular—
was largely ahoax. After all, his professors had taught him that the Bible had
been written much later than it claimed to be, soits stories had been fabri-
cated long after the fact and weren't to be taken serioudly.

Thefocus of hiswork was ancient Roman culture. But the more he dug
intoit, literally and figuratively, the more he came to see that the myriad of
tiny detailsin the book of Acts—place names, topography, officials titles,
administrative boundaries, customs and even specific structures—fit per-
fectly with newly discovered historical and archaeological finds. He was
gradually convinced that, to use hisown words, “in various detailsthe narra-
tive showed marveloustruth.”

Contrary to al hisearlier education, he was forced to conclude that Luke,
the author of Acts, was*“ahistorian of thefirst rank” and that “not merely are
his statements of fact trustworthy; heis possessed of the true historic sense
... Thisauthor should be placed along with the very greatest of historians.”

In an outstanding academic career Ramsay was honored with doctorates
from nine universities and eventually knighted for his contributions to mod-
ern scholarship. He shocked the academic world when in one of his books
he announced that, because of the incontrovertible evidence he had discov-
ered for the truthfulness of the Bible, he had become a Christian. Severa of
hisworks on New Testament history are considered classics.

When confronted with the evidence of years of travel and study, Sir
William Ramsay learned what many others before him and since have been
forced to acknowledge: When we objectively examine the evidence for the
Bible'saccuracy and veracity, the only conclusion we can reach isthat the
Bibleistrue.

The evidence from archaeology is only one proof of Scripture’'s accuracy,
and that'sthe focus of this series of articles. We offer you asampling of the
evidence that’s avail able—documentation showing that details of the people,
places and events described in the Bible, many of them mentioned only in
passing, have been verified by archaeologists and historians. Many excellent
books have been published in recent yearsthat verify the dependability of
Scripture, and no doubt more will follow as new discoveries cometo light.

What are the implications of thisfor you? All the evidencein theworld
does us no good if we are not willing to believe the Bible enough to
put it to the ultimate test—that of doing what it tells usto do.

James, the half brother of Jesus, reminds us that mere belief is not
enough, because even the demons believe. Instead he tells us we must put
our beliefsinto action if we are to please God (James 2:19-26).

In The Good News we regularly offer articles such asthosein thisissue
to help build your faith. But be sure that you don’t neglect the articles that
show you how to put your faith and belief into action. God isinterested to
see how you respond to the truth He makes known to you. Ultimately thet is
the far more important test.

—Scott Ashley
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The Downfall of Judah:
Exile to Babylon

by Mario Seiglie

n this series The Good News examines archaeo-
logical findsthat confirm and clarify the historica
record of the Bible. Severd earlier articlesdis-
cussed thetime of the divided kingdom of the Isragl-
itesafter they split into the kingdoms of Israel and
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The mighty Assyrian king Esarhaddon
is depicted as towering over captured

rulers of Egypt and Tyre. Ropes pass
through the lips of both prisoners as
they plead for mercy. A similar fate

befell Judah’s King Manasseh, who was
taken away “with hooks” into captivity.

"lh The Good News

Judah &fter the desth of King Solomon. Two articles

described the history of the northern kingdom
of Isradl, and thelast issue portrayed the

~ ealy yearsof the southern kingdom of

- Judah. We continue with an examination
- il

of thelast years of Judah asakingdom.
Around 710 B.C. Judah found itself
inadangerous pogition. A decade
before, Judah'sfelow Igradlitesin
thekingdom of Isradl had been con-
quered by Assyria TheAssyrians
repopul ated the land with others
brought in from distant parts of the
Assyrian Empire.

Judah'sterritory had been largely
devastated by Assyrian armies.
Only agreat miracle had saved the
inhabitants of Jerusdem from the
same fate that had overtaken their
northern cousins.

Meanwhile, morewinds of
changewere beginning to sir inthe
region. A new power, Babylon, was
risinginthe east. Could thetiny,
weskened kingdom of Judah survive
its precarious position between pow-
erful and warring Assyria, Babylon
and Egypt?

Theamazing story of Judah'ssur-
vival isone of thethemes of the Old
Testament.

Hezekiah's fateful mistake

Soon after Jerusdem’s miraculous
deliverance from the Assyrians, Judah's
King Hezekiah el ill. After God
hedled Hezekiah, aBabylonian prince

sent representatives with amessage and
gift of congratulationsfor the monarch.

“At that time Berodach-Ba adan the son of Baladan,
king of Babylon, sent |ettersand a present to Heze-
kiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been Sick”
(2Kings20:12).

Hezekiah'sresponseto what he naively inter-
preted asaneighborly act of kindnessand reconcilia:
tionwould prove cogtly in the end.

“And Hezekiah was atentive to them [the Baby-
lonian ambassadors], and showed them all the house
of histreasures—the silver and gold, the spicesand
precious ointment, and al hisarmory—all that was
found among histreasures. Therewasnothing in his
houseor indl hisdominion that Hezekiah did not
show them. Then I saiah the prophet went to King
Hezekiah, and said to him, ‘What did these men say,
and fromwhere did they cometo you? So Hezekiah
sad, ‘ They camefrom afar country, from Babylon’
... Then |saiah said to Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word of
the Lorp: “Behoald, the days are coming when all
that isin your house, and what your fathers have
accumulated until thisday, shal be carried to Baby-
lon; nothing shall beleft”’” (verses 13-17).

Although Hezekiah proved righteous and faithful
asking, hefoolishly tried to impresshisvisitors by
showing them the kingdom’swealth and wesponry.
TheBiblerevedsthat a thistime God withdrew
from Hezekiah “in order to test him, that He might
know all that wasin hisheart” (2 Chronicles 32:31).
God alowed Hezekiah to make thisthoughtless
decision. Thusthe setting was established for the
future Babylonian invasion of Judah anditsrich
capita, Jerusalem.

Manasseh: vassal of the Assyrians

After Hezekiah's desth his son Manasseh inher-
ited the throne. It wasn't long before the young king
departed from hisfather’srighteous exampleand
exposed himsdlf asawicked ruler. “ Manasseh was
twelve years old when he became king, and he
reigned fifty-five yearsin Jerusalem. But he did evil
inthesight of theLorp .. (2 Chronicles 33:1-2).

* So Manasseh seduced Judah and theinhabitants
of Jerusdem to do more evil than the nationswhom
the Lorp had destroyed . . . And the LorD spoketo
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Prisoners from Judah play their lyres while guarded by a soldier. This scene from an
Assyrian palace is reminiscent of the words of Psalm 137:1-3 describing Judah’s cap-
tivity in Babylon : “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered
Zion.There on the poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors. . . said, ‘Sing us
one of the songs of Zion!"” (New International Version).

Manasseh and his people, but they would
not listen. Therefore the Lorp brought upon
them the captains of thearmy of the king of
Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks,
bound him with bronzefetters, and carried
him off to Babylon” (verses 9-11).

Two Assyrian records corroborate
Manasseh's submission to the Assyrians.
“Thename, ‘Manasseh, king of Judah’
appearson the Prism of Esarhaddon .. . . and
on the Prism of Ashurbanipd” asamong 22
rulerswho paid tribute to Assyria (The New
Bible Dictionary, 1996, p. 724).

Thebiblicd narrative describing King
Manasseh asbeing carried off “with hooks’
(verse 11) refersto noserings used to leed
prisonershby ropes. It was apainful, humili-
ating and degrading punishment for those
who would defy the mighty Assyrian kings.

Mighty capital of a mighty empire

TheAssyrian Empire, with Nineveh as
its capital, appeared invincible at thetime.
James Muir graphically describesthis
empirea thetime of the prophet Nahum
(668B.C):

“Assyridsexpandon acrosswesternAsa
could belikened to an octopus whose tenta-
clesstretched from the Persan Gulf to the

Nile, and whose head was Nineveh. At thet
time, Nineveh was considered one of the
most beatiful citiesin the world. Recently,
three of itskings had adorned the city with
theweslth of their conquests and hed built
fabulous palaces. These were made of brick,
and onthewalsof the palaceswere exquis:
itely crafted bas-reliefswhich depicted their
greet victories. The grest wallswhich sur-
rounded the city measured twelve miles
incircumference” (Archaeology and the
Scriptures, 1965, pp. 182-183).

In spite of Nineveh's grestness, Nahum
foretold not only the city’sdestruction but
predicted that it would never be rebuiilt.
“‘Behold, | amagaingt you, saysthe Lorp
of hogts; ‘1 will lift your skirts over your face,
| will show the nations your nakedness, and
the kingdomsyour shame. | will cast abom-
inablefilth upon you, makeyou vile, and
make you aspectacle. It shal cometo pass
thet al who look upon you will fleefrom
you, and say, “Ninevehisladwaste! ...""”
(Nahum 3:5-7).

After itsdestruction, in 612 B.C, this
mighty metropolis of theancient world van-
ished from view. “Nineveh disappeared so
quickly from sight,” according to one author,
“that when the Greek generd Xenophon and

histen thousand soldiers passed over the Site
in hisfamous reconnaissance of the Persian
Empire, hedidn’t redizetheruinsof Nin-
evehwere under hisfeet. What had hap-
pened?When Nineveh was put to thetorch,
everything was burnt, and gradualy what
was | eft became an artificia mound covered
withgrass’ (Arnold Brackman, The Luck

of Nineveh, 1978, p. 21).

Although few would have believed it at
thetime, Nahum'’sremarkable prediction
cameto passjust ashe had foretold. Nin-
eveh was rediscovered only in 1845 by
British archaeologist Austen Henry Layard.
Asaresult, many treesuresfromitsruins
adorn the galleries of great museumsin
Sverd countries.

A scribe who made an impression

After Assyriafell, Babylon ascended to
ruletheregion. With therise of King Neb-
uchadnezzar (605-562 B.C), the days of the
kingdom of Judah were numbered. Never-
theless, God sent faithful messengersto
warn the nation’s|eadersto return to worship
of the onetrue God beforeit wastoo late.
Nehemiah said later, “ Yet for many years
You had patience with them, and testified
againgt them by Your Spirit in'Your prophets.
Yet they would not listen; therefore You gave
them into the hand of the peoples of the
lands’ (Nehemiah 9:30).

One of those prophets was Jeremiah,
who lived while the Babylonianswere
threatening Jerusdem. Hisfaithful scribe,
Baruch, wrote down some
of Jeremiah’s
prophecies.
“Then
Jeremiah iy

caled =

Baruch 4

theson

of Neriah;

and Baruch

wroteona

scroll of a .

book, athe This

ingruction  'mpression fro_m the s¢_eal qf

A Baruch, .Jeremlah’s scrlbe., is
' dramatic proof of the exis-

althewords  yence of this biblical charac-

of theLORD e, A fingerprint, possibly

whichHe  that of Baruch himself.

had spoken  appears on the left side.
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tohim” (Jeremiah 36:4).

Archaeol ogists recently found aclay
impression from Jeremiah’stime bearing not
only Baruch’sname, but apparently even his
fingerprint!

Tsvi Schneider, whoin 1991 served as
asddant librarian at Hebrew University’s
Indtitute of Archaeol ogy, writes about asedl
with Baruch’'snameonit: “Thefirst and
best-known biblical nameto beidentified on
abullaJalump of clay bearing asedl impres-
son| isBaruch son of Neriah. Baruchwas
thescribe, loyd friend and political dly
of the prophet Jeremiah. Theinscription
isinthreelinesand reads. ‘ Belonging to
Berekhyahu/son of Neriyahu/the scribe’ The
bullarefersto Baruch by hisfull given name
... Baruch son of Neriah, the sed impres-
sontellsus, wasascribe. Four episodesin
the Book of Jeremiah mention Baruch, son
of Neriahthe scribe’ (Biblical Archaeologi-
cal Review, July-August 1991, p. 27).

Thelibrarian explainsthat the names
of three other people from Jeremiah’s day,
including Baruch's brother, appear in other
clay impressonsand sedls. “Itisinteresting
that chapter 36 of the Book of Jeremiah dso
containsthe names of two other people
whose sed's have been impressed in surviv-
ing bullae: * Yerahme e son of theking’ and
‘ Gemariah son of Shaphan.'”

Thesedl of Seriah, Baruch'sbrother, has
been found aswell. Seriah’s name appears
severd timesin Jeremiah 51 (verses 59-64).
“The sedl reads, intwo lines, ' Belonging to
Seriahu/Neriyahu' . .. Serishwasthe
brother of Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe; both
Seriah and Baruch were the sons of Neriah
and grandsons of Mahseiah (Jeremiah
32:12,51:59)" (Biblical Archaeological
Review, p. 30).

These remarkablefinds confirm even
some of thetiniest detals of the Bible—
that four people mentioned in the book of
Jeremiah werered peoplewholivedin
Jerusdlem at thetime.

The fall of Jerusalem

The Bible's account of the conquest of
Jerusdlemisaso confirmed by Babylonian
records. Firg, let’snoticethe biblical record:
“And the Loro God of their fathers sent
warningsto them by Hismessengers, rising

"

' &
20 The Good News
T,

up early and sending them, because He

had compassion on His people and on His
dwelling place. But they mocked the mes-
sengers of God, despised Hiswords, and
scoffed at His prophets, until thewrath of the
Lorp arose againgt Hispeople, till therewas
no remedy. Therefore He brought against
them the king of the Chaldeans[Babyloni-
ang ... (2Chronicles 36:15-17).

“Then they burned the house of God
[the templ€], broke down thewall of Jeru-
sdem, burned dl its palaceswith fire, and
destroyed all its precious possessions. And
those who escaped from the sword he car-
ried away to Babylon, wherethey became
servantsto him and hissonsuntil therule
of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill theword
of the Lorp by the mouth of Jeremiah. . ”
(2 Chronicles 36:19-21).

Jerusalem was actudly conquered
twice. The city wasfirst captured but not
destroyed. Later it fell asecond time, in
587 B.C., when it was destroyed asthe
Bible describes. The city was put to the
torch, its palaces and temple burned and
itswalls demolished. The Bible faithfully
describes both defeats but does not specify
when the city was conquered the first time.

In 1887 severd Babylonian tablets, which
archaeologistscal The Babylon Chronicles,
were deciphered. They provided dates of the
reigns of many Babylonian kings. More
tablets, deciphered in 1956, give the dates
of Nebuchadnezzar’ sreign and activities.
Regrettably, onetablet ismissing that could
account for the years 594-557 B.C. Other
than this gap, the tablets document hisreign.

The Archaeological Commentary onthe
Bible explainsthe significance of the 1956
find: “Until 1956, the date of thefirst con-
quest of Jerusalem by the Babylonianswas
not known. But in thet year, severd
cuneiform tablets were deciphered which
gave an exact date for thefirst conquest—
in597 B.C" (1979, pp. 143-144).

Exile to Babylon

LiketheAssyrians, the Babylonians
deported vanquished peoplesto maintain
tighter control over conquered territories.
Asther cousinsin the northern kingdom of
Israel fell into captivity by Assyriamorethan
acentury earlier, Judah'sinhabitants now

were taken to Babylon.

The Stuation seemed hopeless. Judah
was devastated, and the Babylonians
forcibly removed most of itscitizens. Ye,
in spite of their situation, God through His
prophets encouraged the people nat to give
up hopethat they would one day return to
their homeland. He not only sent prophetsto
Judah but to Babylon aswell. Men such as
Danidl and Ezekiel, who both lived in Baby-
lon, spoke of acoming restoration of Judah.

Speaking through Jeremiah, God held
out hopefor Hispeople: “Thus saysthe
Lorp of hosts, the God of Isradl, to al who
were carried away captive, whom | have
caused to be carried away from Jerusalem
to Babylon: Build housesand dwell in
them; plant gardensand eet their fruit. Teke
wives and beget sonsand daughters. . . that
you may beincreased there, and not dimin-
ished. And seek the peace of the city where
| have caused you to be carried away cap-
tive, and pray to the Loro for it; for inits
peace you will have peece. . . After seventy
yearsare completed at Babylon, | will vist
you and perform My good word toward
you, and cause you to return to this place”
(Jeremiah 29:4-10).

After these encouraging words, the exiles
flourished asacommunity in Babylon. They
were so successful that after the 70 prophe-
sed yearsof their exilethe mgority decided
to stay. These circumstances nurtured the
growth of two large Jewish enclavesin that
part of theworld, onein Babylon and the
other in Jerusdlem.

Archaeologica evidence demonstrates
thekind of favorable conditionsthat God
promised Judah'sinhabitantsin Babylon.
“In 1933, E.F. Weidner, theAssyriologigt,
took in hand to ook through the tablets and
sherdsin the basement rooms of the Kaiser-
FriedrichMuseum . . . Among thisdull
administrative rubbish Weidner suddenly
found some priceessrelics of red tapeinthe
ancient world. On four different receiptsfor
storesissued, among them best quality
sesame ail, he came upon afamiliar biblical
name: ‘ Ja -u-kinu'—Jehoiachin! Therewas
no possihility of his name being mistaken,
because Jehoiachin was given hisfull title;
‘King of the[land of] Judah’ . . . Jehaiachin,

Continued on page 28




the deposed king of Judah, lived with his
family and hisretinuein the palace of Neb-
uchadnezzar in Babylon. We may conclude
from Weidner'sdiscovery that the biblical
account in the Second Book of Kings may
be thus supplemented: ‘And for hisdiet,
therewasacontinua diet given him of the
king of Babylon, every day aportion, until
theday of hisdeath, dl thedaysof hislife
(Jeremiah 52:34)" (Werner Keller, The Bible
asHistory, 1980, pp. 303-304).

The Bank of Murashu & Sons

The enterprising inhabitants of Judah,
who had come to Babylon as a defeated and
captive people, were given condderablelee-
way by the equaly industrious Babylonians.
Higtorian Petra Eisde explains. “Although
not much isknown of the lives of the Jawish
exilesin Babylon, enough isknown to con-
firm their plight was not asharsh astheir
davery had beenin Egypt during Moses
time. In Babylon they did not live as prison-
ersor daves, indtead asa’ semi-freg’ people
... After the Persans conquered Babyloniin
539 B.C. and granted the Jawstheright to
return to their native land, only aminority
of these supposedly * poor prisoners took
advantage of this generous offer. Many did
not want to sacrifice the comfortsand riches
they had acquired in this‘foreign’ land
and face the uncertainties of going back
tother ‘homeland’

“Asthe clay tablets of commercia doc-
umentsin thefifth century B.C show, even
after theend of the exile, the Babylonian
banks were firmly in the hands of the
Jews. There was one Jewish banker whose
firm, Bank of Murashu & Sons, had
greatly expanded into the real estate busi-
ness. It had its headquartersin nearby Nip-
pur, and had approximately 200 branches
throughout the country!” (Babylon, quoted
in Editorial EDAF, 1980, p. 70).

With thriving centersin Babylon and
Jerusalem, the Jewish people were better
equipped to survive the conquests of the Per-
sans, Greeksand Romans. Severd centuries
ater, inthe New Testament period, they
remained firmly establishedin Isradl.
Againg dl gpparent odds, God's promise
that Judah'sinhabitantswould not remain
intheir Babylonian captivity wasfulfilled.

Aswewill dso seeinfuture articles,
archaeology has discovered much fromthis
period to confirmthe biblica record. G



The Kingdom of Judah:

Exile & Restoration

by Mario Seiglie

he Good News hastraced the history of the Old
Testament from Genesisthrough the captivity of
thekingdoms of Israel and Judah. Thisserieshas
shown that archaeol ogica finds have confirmed and
illuminated the biblical account. Inthisissuewe pick
up the story with conditions and circumstances that
allowed the descendants of the kingdom of Judah
to return to their homeland.

Although many of the survivors of the Babylonian
invasion of Judah were exiled to Babylon for 70 years,
they were not forsaken by God. In fact, some of the
greatest Bible prophecieswere made at that time, not
just to give hope to those suffering captives but to
comfort God's people throughout the ages.

Daniel’s astounding prophecies

When Judah was defeated by the Babylonians,
Daniel was one of the young princes taken captive
and educated in Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar's
court. The details of Babylonian customs and its gov-
ernmental system described in the book of Daniel
fit nicely with historical records and subsequent
archaeologicd finds.

The New Bible Dictionary says about the book of
Danidl: “The author gives evidence of having amore
accurate knowledge of Neo-Babylonian and early Per-
sian history than any known historian since the 6th cen-
tury BC. .. He knew enough of 6th century customsto
represent Nebuchadnezzar asbeing able to make and
ater thelaws of Babylon with absolute sovereignty
(Daniel 2:12-13, 46), while depicting Dariusthe Mede
asbeing helplessto change thelaws of the Medesand
Persans (Daniel 6:8-9). Also, he accurately repre-
sented the change from punishment by fire under the
Babylonians (Danid 3) to punishment by thelions' den
under the Perdans (Danidl 6), since fire was sacred to
them” (1982, p. 263, “Daniel, Book of").

During the period Daniel served in Nebuchadnez-
zar'scourt, he received a series of propheciesfrom
God. These remarkable predictions described thefind
years of the Old Testament era, the Intertestamental
period, the days of the New Testament and up to the
establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.

God revealed to Daniel that four kingdomswould

ruleagreat part of the world from Daniel’stimeto
the coming of God's Kingdom. Although parts of
these prophecies, in Daniel 2-12, arein mostly sym-
balic language, God doesreveal the identity of the
four kingdoms.

Thefirst was Babylon, the dominant kingdom of
Danid’stime (Daniel 2:37-38). Afterwardswould
comethe kingdom of the Medes and the Persians
(Danid 8:20) followed by the Greek Empire (verse
21). Findly the Roman Empire would arise and defest
the Greeks and absorb parts of the previous empires
(Danid 2:40; 7:7, 23).

Although thisfina empirewould experience periodic
declinesthrough the centuries, it would not permanently
disappear. Rather, & successveintervasit would revive
intheform of severd incarnations of the*Holy Roman
Empire” God reveded to Danid that the last revival
would be guided by aworld dictator and ardligious
leader who would governwith 10 rulers under them.
They would rule until the establishment of the Kingdom
of God & Christ’sreturn (Daniel 2:41-44; 8:23-26).

Prophecy of Babylon’s downfall

When Danid received this prophecy, Babylon's
power was at its pesk. Nebuchadnezzar could boast
of hismassive building projectsthat had enlarged and
beautified Babylon. “Isnot this great Babylon, that
| have built for aroyal dwelling by my mighty power
and for the honor of my majesty?’ he proudly and
rhetorically asked (Danidl 4:30). The existence of Neb-
uchadnezzar'smassive building projectsis confirmed
by archaeology.

Excavators a the beginning of this century
unearthed some of theremains of thisvadt city. A his-
torian summarizesthefinds: “1n 1899 the German
Oriental Society equipped alarge expedition under the
direction of Professor Robert Koldewey, the architect,
to examine the famous ruined mound of ‘Babil’ onthe
Euphrates. The excavations, asit turned out, took
longer than anywhere else. In eighteen yearsthe most
famous metropolis of the ancient world, theroyal seat
of Nebuchadnezzar, was brought to light, and at the
sametime, one of the Seven Wonders of the World,
the *Hanging Gardens; loudly extolled by Greek trav-
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The Ishtar Gate, the main entrance into Babylon, built during the reign of the bib-
lical King Nebuchadnezzar (605-562 B.C.), has been restored in Berlin. Enameled
tiles, mythical animals, lions and gods embellish the gate, which was dedicated to
Ishtar, the Babylonian fertility goddess. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah, destroyed
Jerusalem and the temple and took the people captive to Babylon, where they
spent 70 years in exile as punishment for their disobedience to God.

elersof alater day, and * E-temen-an-ki,
thelegendary Tower of Babel. Inthe
palace of Nebuchadnezzar and onthe
Ishtar Gate, which was Situated besideit,
countlessinscriptions were discovered”
(Werner Keller, The Bible asHistory,
1980, p. 302).

Regarding Nebuchadnezzar, the same
author mentions: “Hardly any other
monarch in the past was such an assiduous
builder. Thereis scarcely any mention of
warlike activities, conquests and campaigns.
In the forefront thereisthe congtant building
activity of Nebuchadnezzar. Hundreds of
thousands of bricks bear hisname, and the
plans of many of the buildings have been
preserved. Babylon in fact surpassed dl the
citiesof theancient orient: it was greater

than Thebes, Memphisand Ur, greater even
than Nineveh” (Keller, p. 316).

It seemed impossiblefor thisgrest city
to be suddenly conquered. Yet Daniel pre-
dicted itsdemise the same night it fell to the
Persians. Heinterpreted the mysterious
handwriting on thewal of the palaceand
told theking: “* Your kingdom has been
divided, and given to the Medes and Per-
sans . .. [and] that very night Belshazzar,
king of the Chaldeans, wasdain. And
Dariusthe Mede received thekingdom . .
(Danid 5:28-31).

About 100 years|ater the Greek histo-
rian Herodotus (484-420 B.C.) confirmed
Danidl’s account of thefall of Babylon:
“The Persgians, drawing off the river
[Euphrates] by acana into thelake, which

wastill now amarsh, he[Cyrus] made the
stream to sink till itsformer channel could
be forded. When this happened, the Per-
sianswho were posted with thisintent
madetheir way into Babylon by the chan-
nel of the Euphrates, which had now sunk
to about the height of the middle of aman’s
thigh . . . The Persiansthus entered the city
... and the inhabitants who lived in the cen-
tral part of Babylon were unaware of the
enemies presence dueto the great size of
the city and since they were celebrating
afedtiva. They continued dancing and
exchanging gifts until they were suddenly
told of their sad fate. In this manner was
Babylon conquered” (History, book 1,
paragraphs 191-192).

Cyrus's acts foretold

Trueto Bible prophecy, these events
occurred when the 70 years of exile expired.
Cyrusthe Persan, dlied with the Medes,
conquered the Babylonian Empireand freed
the descendants of the kingdom of Judah
who had been taken into captivity. Severd
prophetsforetold thefal of Babylon. Isaigh
even mentioned Cyrusby nameyears before
heroseto defeat the Babylonians.

Some 200 years before Cyruswas born,
God said through Isaiah: “1 amthe LorD . . .
who saysof Cyrus, ‘ HeisMy shepherd, and
heshdl performdl My pleasure, saying to
Jerusalem, “You shall be built,” and to the
temple, “Your foundation shal belaid™’

“Thus saysthe Lorb to Hisanointed, to
Cyrus, whoseright hand | have held—to
subdue nations before him and loose the
armor of kings, to open before him the dou-
ble doors, so that the gateswill not be shut
... | will giveyou the treasures of darkness
and hidden riches of secret places, that you
may know thet |, the Lorp, who call you by
your name, am the God of Israel” (Isaiah
44:24, 28; 45:1-3, emphasis added).

In aday when conquerorswere ruthless
with their captives, Cyrusisknownin
history asaconsiderate ruler who offered
relative freedom to the peoples previoudy
conquered by the Babylonians.

About acentury ago, aclay cylinder
inscribed with adecree from King Cyrus
wasfound in the ruins of Babylon. Called
the Cyrus Cylinder, itison display inthe




British Museum. Itslanguageissimilar to
the decree given by Cyrusinthe Bible. The
main differenceis Cyrus's use of Babylon-
ian wording for God. He declaresthat he
was liberating the peoples because apartic-
ular “God” had pronounced his name and
chosen himin amiraculousway.

Writing from aBabylonian perspective,
Cyrussaid: “Marduk [the Babylonian name
for the chief god] scanned and looked
through dl the countries, searching for a
righteous ruler willing to lead him. He
pronounced the name of Cyrus, king of
Anshan, and declared him to bethe ruler
of theworld. . . and ordered him to march
againg hiscity Babylon . . . Without any
battle, he made him enter histown Babylon,
sparing Babylon and caamity . . . | gathered
al their inhabitants and returned them to
thelr habitations. Furthermore, | resettled. . .
al thegods. . . inther former chapels’

J. B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts,
1969, p. 316).

Return from exile

Thebiblica verson of the decree,
recorded in Ezra 1, revedsthe prophecy’s
fulfillment: “Now in thefirst year of Cyrus
king of Persia, that the word of the Lorp by
the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled,
the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Cyrusking
of Persia, so that he made aproclamation
throughout al hiskingdom, and aso put it
inwriting, saying, Thus says Cyrusking of
Perga: All thekingdoms of the earth the
Lorp God of heaven has given me. And He
has commanded meto build Him ahouse at
Jerusdlem whichisin Judah.

“Whoisamong you of al His people?
May his God bewith him, and let him go
up to Jerusdlem which isin Judah, and build
the house of the Lord God of Israel (Heis
God), whichisin Jerusdlem. And whoever
isleftinany placewhere he dwells, let the
men of his placehelp him with silver and
gold, with goods and livestock, besidesthe
freawill offeringsfor the house of God
whichisin Jerusdem” (Ezral:1-4).

Josephus, the firgt-century Jewish histo-
rian, records the reactions of the Jawswhen
Cyrusentered Babylon:

“This[prophecy] wasknown to Cyrusby
hisreading the book which Isaiah Ieft behind

him of hisprophecies; for thisprophet said
that God had spoken thusto himin asecret
vison: ‘My will is, that Cyrus, whom | have
appointed to be king over many and grest
nations, send back my peopleto their own
land, and build my temple’

“Thiswasforetold by Isaiah one hundred
and forty years before thetemplewas
demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read
this, and admired the divine power, an
earnest desire and ambition seized upon him
to fulfil what was so written; so he caled for
the most eminent Jewsthat werein Baby-
lon, and said to them, that he gave them
leave to go back to their own country, and to
rebuild ther city Jerusalem, and thetemple
of God. .." (Antiquities of the Jews, Book
XI, Chapter I, Section 2).

Thusthe history of the descendants of
the kingdom of Judah, the Jews, continued
to be recorded in what would becomethe
Bible. However, their brethren of the other
Isradlitish tribes, taken into captivity earlier
by the Assyrians, had by now largely lost
their identity in the former Assyrian Empire,
just asforetold in prophecy (1 Kings 17).

Persian period:
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

The Old Testament period ends during
theeraof Persan rule. Severd Bible books
accurately describe the Persian customs
of thetime. Whilethe books of Ezraand
Nehemiah relate the return of the Jewsto
theland of Judah, the book of Esther
recountsthe story of ayoung Jewish girl
named Esther who became the queen of
King Xerxesl.

Nehemiah's story beginswith hisservice
tothe Persanking. “And it cameto passin
themonth of Nisan, inthe twentieth year
of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before
him, that | took the wineand gaveit to the
king..." (Nehemiah 2:1). Whilethetitle of
cupbearer doesn't sound important today, it
was one of the highest government posts of
that time.

The International Sandard Bible Ency-
clopedia explains: “[ The cupbearer was]
an officer of high rank at ancient oriental
courts, whose duty it wasto serve the wine
at theking'stable. On account of the con-
stant fear of plots and intrigues, a person

must be regarded as thoroughly trustwor-
thy to hold this position . . . His confiden-
tia relations with the king often endeared
him to his sovereign and also gavehima
position of great influence’ (1979, Val. I,
p. 837, “Cupbearer”).

Archaeologists have discovered alist
of salaries paid to the highest Assyrian
officials. Thisrecord reflects the general
values of similar postsin the Persian
administration. After the commanding
general, the prime minister and the palace
authority came the cupbearer, who earned
thefourth-largest sdlary in the kingdom.

Nehemiah had enough wealth accumu-
lated when he arrived as Jerusdem’s new
governor that he had no need to tax the local
populace. Indeed he gpparently took it on
himsdlf to persondly providefor alarge
number of his Jewish countrymen. “And at
my table,” hewrites, “were one hundred and
fifty Jawsand rulers, besidesthose who
cameto usfrom the nationsaround us. Now
that which was prepared daily was one ox
and six choice sheep. Also fowl were pre-
pared for me, and once every ten daysan
abundance of dl kinds of wine. Yet in spite
of this| did not demand the governor’s pro-
visions, because the bondage was heavy on
thispeople’ (Nehemiah 5:17-18).

Queen Esther saves the Jews

Even though thousands of Jews success-
fully resettled the territory of the former
kingdom of Judah, many remained dis-
persed throughout the chief cities of the Per-
dan Empire. The book of Esther givesusa
glimpse of the influence the Jewish commu-
nity had in the empire between 500 and 450
B.C., aswell asthe problemsthat influence
sometimes engendered.

Oneof the Persan officials, Haman, com-
plained to the king about the Jews. “There
isacertain people scattered and dispersed
among the peoplein dl the provinces of
your kingdom; their laws are different from
al other people's, and they do not keep the
king'slaws. Thereforeit isnot fitting for the
king tolet them remain” (Esther 3:8). “And
theking said to Haman, ‘ The money and the
peopleare given to you, to do withthem as
seemsgoodtoyou’” (verse 11).

Continued on page 31
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Asthe book that honors her name
recounts, thanksto Queen Esther’s courage
and faith, God miraculoudly intervened
and caused her peopleto be spared. The
book of Esther was obvioudy written by
someone familiar with the procedures
and customs of the Persian court of the
mid-fifth century B.C.

Much archaeologicd evidence of this
Jewish influence has been found through-
out theterritory of the Persian Empire.
Assyriologist Georges Conteau writes.

“Hundreds of clay tablets have been
found dating back to the beginning of the
Persian period which deal with aprosperous
Jewish enterprise, Murashu and Sons.
When Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jeru-
sdemin 587 BC, he deported some of the
noble familiesto Babylon, and the Murashu
family was among them.

“Thefamily of exilesprospered inthe city
of Nippur and reached itsmaximuminflu-
ence and wedth under the Perdan rule of
Artaxerxes| (564-424 BC) and Dariusl|
(423-405 BC). Many of the documents of the
firm arewrittenin both cuneformand Ara-
maic characters so they can bemore eesily
understood by awider audience. Mot dedl
with contracts, paymentsor rentals’ (Daily
Lifein Balbylon and Assyria, 1958, p. 95).

We havedready seeninthisarticletha
the Persian cusomsand hitory of the
account of Esther also ring true. Spesking
of Esther, The Interpreter’sDictionary of
the Bible notes: “The author employsthe
customary formulafor the beginning of an
historical account . . . [and] hisreferencesto
Persian customs show condiderable accurate
knowledge. . . More recently cuneiform
evidence has been found to show that there
wasaPersian officid named Marduka
(Mordeca) in Susa[Shushan] at theend of
thereign of Darius| or the beginning of the
reign of Xerxes’ (1962, Val. 11, p. 151,
“Esther, Book of”).

Inthe book of Esther, Mordecai is
Esther’suncle and isahigh government
official who isultimately named as prime
minigter to theking.

Wewill continue the story with afascinat-
ing era the Intertestamentd period, thetime
between the testaments, when the events
decribed in the books of the Old Testament
history were completed but before the events
thet introduced the four Gospels. Gv
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The Intertestamental Period:
Daniel’s Prophecies
Come to Pass

by Mario Seiglie

During this period
several crucial
prophecies were ful-
filled, dramatizing
the authenticity of
God's Word and set-
ting the stage for
another prophesied
event: the appear-
ance of the Messiah.
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his series has traced the history of the Old
Testament from Genesis through the captiv-
ity of the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah,

describing archaeological finds and historical
accountsthat have confirmed and illuminated
the biblical account. In thisissue we show
more evidence that confirmsthe
accuracy of the Bible accounts
by picking up the story with the
Intertestamental period: the
time between the testaments,
when the events described in
the books of the Old Testament
were completed but beforethe
eventsthat introduced the four
Gospels.

During this 420 years severd
crucia prophecieswereful-
filled, dramatizing the authen-
ticity of God'sWord and setting
the stage for another prophesied
event: the appearance of the
Messiah.

The Old Testament comesto
aclose shortly after the events
in the books of Danidl, Ezra,

The rise of the Grecian empire of
Alexander the Great was prophe-
sied by Daniel well before Alexan-
der rose to conquer most of the
known world of his day.

its place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that
nation, but not with its power” (Daniel 8:20-21).

The Persian kingdom rapidly cameto an end
in 333 B.C. when Alexander the Gresat defeated
thearmiesof Darius|I| at Issus. Yet, 10 years|ater,
true to the prophecy in Daniel 8, Alexander unex-
pectedly died and the Greek
Empiredivided into four parts,
each headed by one of hisfour
generals.

God's people were miracu-
lously saved and liberated
when, according to Josephus,
Cyrussaw hisname and feats
prophesied inthe Bible. The
writings of Josephusaso
include an account of Alexan-
der the Great sparing Jerusdlem
from destruction after he saw
hisexploits prophesied in
Scripture.

When Alexander descended
onthe Middle Eat, it was nat-
ural that almost everyone
resisted him. Those who did
were mercilessy trampled

Nehemiah and Esther. However,
Daniel’s prophecies continue to forecast events
within the Intertestamental period.

Alexander the Great in prophecy

Inavision, God revealed to Daniel that the
kingdom to rise after the Persians would be the
Greeksunder Alexander the Great. Gabridl, the
angelic messenger from God, explained to Daniel:
“The ram which you saw, having the two horns—
they are the kings of Mediaand Persia. And the
male goat isthe kingdom of Greece. Thelarge
horn that isbetween itseyesisthefirst king. As
for the broken horn and the four that stood upin

—

e o

w <

W . .
i ey

before him. Neighboring
Phoeniciafelt Alexander’swrath when he utterly
destroyed Tyre. It seemed the same fate awaited
rebellious Jerusalem, which had backed the hapless
Persians crushed by Alexander at Issus.

Surprising showdown at Jerusalem

Josephus recounts how Alexander’ s troops sur-
rounded the city and readied themselvesto attack.
Suddenly the city gates swung open, and out came
the high priest with his entourage.

Josephuswrites. “. . . For Alexander, when he
saw the multitude at adistance, in white garments,
whilethe priests stood clothed with fine linen, and
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the high priest in purple and scarlet cloth-
ing, with his mitre on his head, having the
golden plate whereon the name of God
was engraved, he approached by himself,
and adored that name, and first sluted the
high priest . . . whereupon the kings of
Syriaand the rest were surprised at what
Alexander had done, and supposed him
disordered in hismind. However, Parme-
nio aonewent up to him, and asked him
how it came to passthat, when al others
adored him, he should adore the high priest
of the Jews?

“Towhom hereplied, ‘I did not adore
him, but that God who hath honoured
him with his high priesthood; for | saw

thisvery personin adream, inthisvery k :

habit [clothing], when | wasat Diosin
Macedonia, who . . . exhorted meto

make no delay, but boldly to passover the |

seathither, for that he would conduct my
army, and would give me the dominion
over the Persians, whence. . . now seeing
this personinit, and remembering that
vison... | believethat | bring thisarmy
under the divine conduct . . !

“...And when the book of Daniel was
shewed him, wherein Daniel declared that
one of the Greeks should destroy the
empire of the Persians, he supposed that
himself was the person intended; and ashe
wasthen glad, he. . . bade them ask what
favoursthey pleased of him; whereupon
the high priest desired that they . . . might
pay no tribute on the seventh year. He
granted all they desired . . " (Antiquities
of the Jews, XI, viii, 5).

Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the
abomination of desolation

Thus began the Greek reign over Judea,
which would last 150 years. In chapter 11,
Daniel prophesied the changesin fortune
the Jews would know under the Greeks.
After Alexander died Judeabecame part
of the realm of General Ptolemy, who gov-
erned from Egypt. By and large the period
was peaceful for the Jews.

However, the intermittent wars between
the Ptolemies of Egypt and the Seleucids
of Syriafor complete control of the Greek
Empire cameto ahead in 198 B.C. In that
year the Ptolemies saw defeat. Judeathen
came under the dominion of the Seleucids.

Shortly after the Seleucid line of the
Greek Empire began governing Judea, a
king arose who wasto fulfill several dire
prophecies recorded in Daniel. According
to historians, Antiochus IV Epiphanes
wasthe ruler who set up thefirst “ abomi-
nation of desolation” mentioned in Daniel
8and 11.

Daniel 8:8-13 describesthistime;

“Therefore the male goat [the Greek
Empire] grew very great; but when he
became strong, the large horn was broken
[Alexander the Great
suddenly died at the

Antiochus
Epiphanes, shown e
here on a silver coin of his

empire, tried to stamp out Jewish reli-
gious practices, abolished the Jerusalem
temple sacrifices and desecrated the
temple by sacrificing swine on the altar.

apex of his power], andin place of it four
notable ones came up toward the four
winds of heaven [Alexander’s kingdom
was divided among hisfour top generals]”
(verse8).

“And out of one of them came alittle
horn [Antiochus 1V Epiphanes] which
grew exceedingly great toward the south
[Egypt], toward the east [Mesopotamial,
and toward the Glorious Land [Judeq] . . .
He even exalted himself ashigh asthe
Prince of the host; and by him the daily
sacrifices were taken away, and the place
of His sanctuary [the temple at Jerusalem]
was cast down . . . Then | heard aholy
one speaking . . . ‘“How long will the
vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices
and the transgression of desolation . ..?”
(verses 9-13).

The International Standard Bible Ency-
clopedia says of Antiochus Epiphanes:
“His career with respect to Paletineis
recorded in 1 and 2 Maccabees, and
remarkably predicted in [Daniel] 11:21-
35" (Vol. I, p. 145, “Antiochus 1V Epi-

phanes’). The books of 1 and 2 Maccabees

are not included in the traditional Hebrew
canon of Scripture but are valuable as his-
torical accounts. Both books were written
before the birth of Chrigt.

Antiochus's cruel reign

A brief history of thethree years of the
“abomination of desolation” under Anti-
ochus Epiphanesisto befound in The
Bible Knowledge Commentary:

“This part of the vision anticipated the
riseof aruler inthe Greek Empirewho
subjugated the people and land of Isradl,
desecrated her temple, interrupted her wor-
ship, and demanded for himself the author-
ity and worship that belongsto God. He
desecrated the temple and abolished the

daily sacrifice.

“Antiochus sent his general Apollonius

with 22,000 soldiersinto Jerusalem on

what was purported to be a peace mis-
sion. But they attacked Jerusalem on the
Sabbath, killed many people, took many
women and children as slaves, and plun-
dered and burned the city. In seeking to
exterminate Judaism and to Hellenize
the Jews, he forbade the Jews to follow
their religious practices (including their
festivalsand circumcision), and com-
manded that copies of the Law be burned.
Then he set up the abomination that
causes desolation.

“Inthisculminating act he erected on
December 16, 167 BC an dltar to Zeus
onthedtar of burnt offering outside the
temple, and had apig offered on the altar.
The Jews were compelled to offer apig on
the 25th of each month to celebrate Anti-
ochus Epiphanes’ birthday. Antiochus
promised apostate Jews great reward if
they would set aside the God of Isragl and
worship Zeus, the god of Greece. Many in
Israel were persuaded by his promisesand
worshiped the fase god. However, asmall
remnant remained faithful to God, refusing
to engage in those abominable practices.
Antiochus|V died insanein Persiain 163
BC” (Logos Library System, 1997).

The precision of Daniel’s description
of events of this period (given morethan
300 yearsearlier) have led many Bible
criticsto redate the book of Daniel to after
these eventstook place. They would not

Continued on page 31
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Continued from page 27

admit that the events had been prophesied.
However, thanksto the discovery in 1948
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which include
parts of every Old Testament book except
Esther, thetraditional date of Daniel has
gained additional support.

Explains Gleason Archer, professor of
Old Testament and Semitic studiesat Trin-
ity Evangelica Divinity School: “In order
to avoid theimpact of the decisive evi-
dence of supernatural inspiration with
which Danidl so notably abounds, it was
necessary for rationdigtic scholarship to
find some later period in Jewish history
when dl the“predictions had already been
fulfilled, such asthereign of Antiochus
Epiphanes (175-164 BC) . . . With the
wedlth of new datafrom the manuscripts
of the Dead Sea caves, itispossbleto set-
tlethis question onceand for al” (Encyclo-
pedia of Bible Difficulties, 1982, p. 282).

Thanksto thisnew linguistic evidence,
Dr. Archer proceeds to show the accuracy
of thetraditional dating of Daniel (around
530B.C)).

Jews lose their independence
to Rome

In 164 B.C., with the heroic leadership
of the Maccabean family, the Jews over-
threw their Syrian oppressors. For a
century they enjoyed their Jewish indepen-
dence under the rule of the Maccabean
descendants. However, in 63 B.C. the
Roman general Pompey conquered Judea,
making it Roman territory.

Severa decades|ater the Jewswould
suffer greatly when the Romans chose
Herod the Great asking of Judea. He
reigned from 37to 4 B.C. Hislast years
bring the Intertestamental period to aclose
and usher inthe New Testament era.

Continue reading The Good News for
other articlesin this series examining how
archaeological evidence confirmsthe
authenticity of God'sWord.

If you would like to learn more about
Bible prophecy, including the many
prophecies of Daniel that remain to be ful-
filled, be sureto request your free copies
of the booklets Isthe Bible True? and
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy.
Both arefreefor the asking when you
contact our officein your country (or the
country nearest you) listed on page2. Gn
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Although the time
frame is much
briefer—less than
a century—
archaeology has
much to tell us
about the life and
times of Jesus of
Nazareth and

His apostles.
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Jesus Christ:
The Early Years

by Mario Seiglie

he Good News has traced some of the many
historical and archaeologica findingsthat con-
irm and clarify the biblical record of the Old
Testament, arecord that spans some 4,000 years.
We continue that survey into the New Testament era.

How much has archaeol ogy confirmed about the
New Testament period? Are the many names men-
tioned in the New Testament redl people? Can their
existence be verified by credible historical evidence
other than the Bible?

Although thetimein question is much briefer—
|ess than a century—archaeology has much to tell
us about thelife and times of Jesus of Nazareth and
His apostles. Aswe examine this period, the phys-
cal evidence supporting the biblical record muilti-
plies. Let'sbegin thisfascinating archaeological
journey into the New Testament world.

Appropriately, the Old Testament endswith God's
promiseto send amessenger to preparetheway for
theMessiah. InMdachi, goparently thelast prophe-
tic book of the Old Testament to bewritten, thefina
two chapters record adramatic prophecy: “‘ Behold,
| send My messenger, and hewill preparetheway
before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will sud-
denly cometo Histemple, even the Messenger of
the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, Heis
coming, saystheLorp of Hogts” (Mdachi 3:1).

It should come as no surprise that the story flow
of the New Testament beginswhere thelast of the
Old Testament prophets leaves off—with the arrival
of the messenger foretold by Maachi. This shows
acontinuation from the Old to the New Testament,
bearing in mind that afew hundred years had
passed intheinterim.

At the beginning of Luke'sgospel, an angdl tells
Zachariasthe priest about the fulfillment of the
prophecy in Malachi. The messenger prophesied
by God in the Old Testament would be his son John
(the Baptist), who would prepare the way for the
Chrigt. Theangel told him: “Do not be afraid,
Zacharias, for your prayer isheard; and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you ason, and you shdl cdl his
name John. . . Hewill also go beforeHiminthe
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spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the
fathersto the children,” and the disobedient to the
wisdom of thejust, to make ready apeople prepared
fortheLord” (Luke 1:13, 17).

Thus, a the start of Luke'sgospe, the stageis
et for thefirst coming of the Messiah.

Herod the mighty king

One of thefirst peopleto appear in the New Tes-
tament account is King Herod. Matthew takes usto
the court of Herod the Great: “Now after Jesuswas
born in Bethlehem of Judeaiin the days of Herod
theking, behold, wise men from the East cameto
Jerusdem, saying, ‘Whereis Hewho has been
born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East and have cometo worship Him. When
Herod the king heard this, he wastroubled, and all
Jerusdlemwith him. ...

“Then Herod, when he had secretly called the
wise men, determined from them what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said,
‘Go and search carefully for theyoung Child, and
when you have found Him, bring back word to me,
that | may come and worship Him aso” (Matthew
2:1-3,7-8).

Was Herod ared figure, and was hetheking at
thistime?Yes. Secular history and archaeology
have confirmed his existence and reign beyond a
doubt. Heisknown in history as Herod the Grest.
Under the Romansthis non-lsraglite king had ruled
the province of Judea (most of the area of the for-
mer kingdoms of Isragl and Judah) for amost 40
yearswhen Jesus Christ appeared on the scene.
Herod was agreat builder and left hisname on
many monuments. Hewas afamousfigurein
Jewish and Roman history.

John McRay, archaeologist and Whesaton
College professor of New Testament, summarizes
Herod'sreign: “Archaeologica excavations have
uncovered asurprisingly large amount of evidence
pertaining to Herod the Grezt . . . Herod the Great
was an |dumean who, in 41 B.C., was granted pro-
visond rule of Galilee by Mark Antony [the friend




The Jerusalem temple was but one of the enormous con-
struction projects of Herod the Great. The partial model
above, from Jerusalem’s Tower of David Museum, shows
how the southwest corner of the temple platform and
the magnificent staircase that provided access to the

temple from the lower city likely appeared in Jesus
Christ’s day. Large areas of the platform’s massive retain-
ing walls are still visible today, most notably at the West-
ern Wall, right, now dominated by the Dome of the
Rock, built by Muslims on the former temple platform.

of Julius Caesar and Cleopatra'slast lover]
...In30B.C. Octavian (Caesar Augustus)
affirmed Herod'srule over Judea, Samaria,
and Gdlilee. . . Herod remained in power
until hisdeathin 4 B.C.; thus Christ was
bornin Bethlehem prior to thet date”
(Archaeology and the New Testament,
1997, p. 91).

One of themain reasonsHerod is
referred to as Herod the Great hasto do
with his extensive and exquisite building
projects. EF. Bruce, former professor of
hiblical criticism and exegesisat the Uni-
versity of Manchester in England, says,
“Had Herod done nothing else, hewould
have made asecure nichein history for
himself asagrest builder” (New Testament
History, 1972, p. 20).

Heisknown to have initiated construc-
tion projectsin at least 20 cities or towns
inlsragl and morethan 10 in foreign cities.
Two inscriptions pertaining to Herod have
been found in Athens. Onereads. “The
people [erect this monument to] King
Herod, lover of the Romans, because of his
beneficence and good will [shown] by
him.” The other said: “The people [erect
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this monument to] King Herod, devout and
lover of Caesar, because of hisvirtueand
beneficence” (ibid., p. 92).

Josephus, afirgt-century Jewish histo-
rian, confirms Herod's great construction
projectsoutside Isragl: “And when he had
built so much, he shewed the greatness of
hissoul to no small number of foreign
cities. . . And are not theAthenians. . . full
of donationsthat Herod presented them
withal!” (Wars of the Jews, Book |, Chapter
XXI, Section 11).

Of his notable building achievements
insidelsradl, Sx are generaly acclaimed as
the most notable: (1) hisrenovation of the
temple and expansion of thetemple plat-
formin Jerusdem; (2) Herodium, his
paace-fortress near Bethlehem, encased in
amanmade mountain; (3) his magnificent
palace at Jericho, equipped with aswim-
ming pool more than 100 feet long; (4)
Masada, amountain fortress where he built
two palaces (the Stewas later immortalized
asthelast holdout of the Jawsin defense of
their country against the Romans); (5) Cae-
sarea, amanmade port city built under his
supervision that becamethe officia head-

quarters of the Romans, and (6) Samaria,
the capital of the former kingdom of Israel,
which he rebuilt and renamed Sebaste.

Of the six, al except Herodium and
Masadaare mentioned in Scripture.

From studying the remains of Herod's
vast building programs, archaeol ogists and
architects have nothing but praisefor the
beauty, massiveness, ingenuity and practi-
cality of hisprojects. For ingtance, at the
base of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem
archaeol ogists discovered, among other
massive foundation stones, one block that
weighed 415 tons. In comparison, the
largest blocksin the Great Pyramid of
Cheopsin Egypt weigh only 15 tons, and
the megdithsin Stonehenge, England,
weigh only upto 40 tons.

Herod the cruel king

Herod was known not just for his great
building, political and military skillsbut for
hisgreat cruelty. The Bible givesusanindi-
cation of his utter disregard for human life
initsrecord of hisreaction to hearing of the
birth of Jesus.

Having heard that a“King of the Jews’




had been born, Herod was greztly disturbed
by this potential threat to his power and
throne (Matthew 2:1-3). When his scheme
to identify the newborn Messiah failed
(verses 7-8, 12), Herod lashed out violently.

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry; and he sent forth and put to death all
the male children who werein Bethlehem
andinall itsdigtricts, from two yearsold
and under [the approximate age of Jesus],
according to thetime which he had deter-
mined from thewisemen” (verse 16).

The massacre in Bethlehem was not
out of character for Herod. A.T. Robertson,
chairman of New Testament interpretation
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
shows us Herod's savagery. Dr. Robertson
describes Herod's cruelty even toward
thosein hisown family:

“Those familiar with the story of Herod
the Great in Josephus can well understand
the meaning of thesewords. Herod in his
rage over hisfamily rivariesand jedousies
put to death the two sons of Mariamne [his
wife] (Aristobulus and Alexander), Mari-
amne hersdlf, and Antipater, another son
and once his heir, besides the brother and
mother of Mariamne (Aristobulus, Alexan-
dra) and her grandfather John Hyrcanus.
He had made will after will and wasnow in
afata illnessand fury over the question of
the Magi. He showed his excitement and
the whole city was upset because the peo-
ple knew only too well what he could do
whenin arage over the disturbance of his
plans’ (Word Picturesin the New Testa-
ment, Bible Explorer Software, 1997).

The New Testament description of
Herod the Gret isthus confirmed by what
historians and archaeol ogists have found
concerning hisrulership, building projects,
politica strength and uncontrollable wrath
toward anyone threatening his kingship.

Caesar Augustus’s census

L uke, the meticulous historian, intro-
duces other famous personagesin his
account of the birth of Chrigt. “And it came
to passin those days that a decree went out
from Caesar Augustusthat al the world
should be registered. This censusfirst took
place while Quirinius was governing Syria.

»
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So al went to beregistered, everyoneto his
owncity” (Luke 2:1-3).

Caesar Augustus, or Octavian, was
Julius Caesar’s adopted son. Heruled the
Roman Empirefor 57 years (43 B.C. to
A.D. 14) and established an era of peace
and stability that would facilitate the
growth of Chrigtianity.

Archaeol ogists have made great
progressin discovering how and whena
Roman census was taken. Ancient papyrus
census decrees have been found for the
years 20, 34, 48, 62 and 104. These show
they normally took place every 14 years,
athough loca countsat timeswere taken
more frequently.

A papyrusin the British Museum
describesacensussimilar to Luke's
account, takenin 104, in which people
were ordered to return to their birthplaces.
It reads. “Gaius Vibius Mazimus, Prefect
of Egypt: Seeing that the time has come for
the house to house census, it is necessary to
compe dl thosewho for any cause whatso-
ever areresiding out of their provincesto
return to their own homes, that they may
both carry out the regular order of the cen-
susand may aso attend diligently to the
cultivation of their alotments’ (Frederick
G. Kenyon, Greek Papyri in the British
Museum, 1907, plate 30).

For many years some scholars had
doubted the Bible's accuracy since they
thought L uke had erroneoudy referred to
another Quiriniuswho ruled a decade after
Christ’shirth. But now the biblical account
has been confirmed by further evidence.

Researcher Randall Pricewrites: “Some
recent archaeol ogical evidence has provided
new indghtsinto thetime and place of the
birth of Jesus. The Gospdl of Luke givesthe
time of birth with aspecific referencetoa
census decreed by Quirinius, the governor
of Syria(Luke2:2). Whileinscriptiond evi-
dencereved sthat there was more than one
ruler with thisname, aQuiriniuswithinthe
timeframe of Jesus birth hasbeenfound on
acoin placing him as proconsul of Syriaand
Ciliciafrom 11 B.C. until &fter 4B.C" (The
SonesCry Out, 1997, p. 299).

Joseph's occupation in Nazareth
Once Herod died, Joseph and Mary

brought Jesus back to |sragl and returned
to their homein Nazareth. Josephwasa
skilled craftsman who worked not only
with wood but with stone masonry.

“The Greek word tekton, trand ated
‘carpenter’ in Mark 6:3, has the root
meaning of ‘artisan,’ that is, askilled
worker who works on some hard material
such aswood or stone or even horn or
ivory . .. InJesus day construction work-
erswere not as highly specidized asin
today’swork force. For example, the tasks
performed by carpenters and masons
could easily overlap” (Richard A. Batey,
Jesus & the Forgotten City: New Light
on Sepphoris and the Urban World of
Jesus, 1991, p. 76).

Jesus|earned the trade from Joseph
and lived in the area of Nazareth most of
Hislife. Although Nazareth wasasmall
Gadlilean village of no more than afew hun-
dred inhabitants, Joseph and Jesus likely
found steady work in the city of Sepphoris
four milesaway.

About thetime of Jesus' birth, Herod
Antipas—son of Herod the Great and ruler
over Galileewho would later order the exe-
cution of John the Baptist—chose Seppho-
risas his capitd. “ For morethan three
decades while Jesus grows up in nearby
Nazareth ahuge construction project con-
tinues, as Sepphoris rapidly becomesthe
largest and most influentia city inthe
region . . . Joseph and Jesus knew of the
congtruction of the new capital and would
have been acquainted with artisans and
other workers employed on the Site”
(Batey, p. 70).

Recent archaeologica excavationsin
Sepphoris show it to have been abustling,
prosperous city during the years Jesus
grew up in nearby Nazareth. This historical
record helps us better understand the back-
ground of Chrigt’steachings, which
included illustrations drawn not just from
farming and anima husbandry, but also
congtruction, rulers and nohbility, the theater,
government, finance and other aspects of
city life.

Inthenext articlein this serieswe will
continue with important background infor-
mation that hel ps us better understand the
life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. v




Although the time
frame is brief—less
than a century—
archaeology has
much to tell us
about the life and
times of Jesus of
Nazareth and

His apostles.
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Jesus Christ’s
Early Ministry

by Mario Seiglie

n the September-October Good News we exam-

ined historical and archaeologica evidence that

helps us better understand the timein Judea
when Jesus Christ was born and grew up in the
household of Joseph and Mary. We continue with
the beginning of the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.

After briefly discussing Jesus childhood, the
Gospelsgoright into Hisministry. According to
Luke, “Jesus. . . began Hisministry at about thirty
yearsof age...” (Luke 3:23).

Archaeologists generdly date the start of
Chrigt’'sministry to the year A.D. 27. “ The begin-
ning of Jesus' public ministry,” writes archaeol ogy
professor John McRay, “isdated by synchronisms
[chronological arrangements of events and people]
inthe Gospel of Luke (3:1-2). A date of A.D. 27
seemslikely . . . The dates mentioned by Lukeare
rather well established . . " (Archaeology and the
New Testament, 1997, p. 160).

Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown

At first Jesus Christ’s ministry centered on the
hill country of Galilee and Nazareth, His home-
town. “ So He came to Nazareth, where He had
been brought up. And as His custom was, He went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood
uptoread” (Luke4:16).

During thelast century archaeologica excava:
tions have confirmed the New Testament descrip-
tion of Nazareth asasmall, inggnificant village.
The Gospelsrecord that one of the disciples,
Nathanael of nearby Cana, quipped, “ Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). So far
archaeol ogists have found it to have been an agri-
cultura village with wine and olive presses, caves
for storing grains and cisternsfor water and wine.

However, Jesus ministry in Nazareth was short-
lived. When Jesus entered the synagogue and
reveaed He was the Messiah, the townspeaple
rgjected His message and tried to kill Him. “So
al thosein the synagogue, when they heard these
things, werefilled with wrath, and rose up and
thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the

A

brow of the hill on which their city was built, that
they might throw Him down over the cliff. Then
passing through the midst of them, Hewent His
way. Then He went down to Capernaum. . ”
(Luke 4:28-31).

The Bible revedlsthat some members of Jesus
own family did not believein Him and were embar-
rassed when He cast out demons. At one point they
thought He had lost His mind. “ Then the multitude
came together again [seeking healing], so that they
could not so much asegt bread. But when Hisown
people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of
Him, for they said, ‘Heisout of Hismind' . .. Then
His brothers and His mother came, and standing
outsidethey sent to Him, calling Him. And amullti-
tude was sitting around Him; and they said to Him,
‘Look, Your mother and Your brothers are outside
seeking You. But He answered them, saying, ‘Who
isMy mother, or My brothers? And Helooked
around in acircle at those who sat about Him, and
said, ‘Hereare My mother and My brothers! For
whoever doesthewill of God isMy brother and
My sister and mother’” (Mark 3:20-21, 31-35).

Jesus ended His ministry in Nazareth with the
words, “Assuredly, | say to you, no prophet is
accepted in hisown country” (Luke 4:24).

Relocation to Capernaum

Having been regjected in His hometown of
Nazareth, Christ moved to Capernaum, one of
the towns around the harp-shaped Sea of Galilee.
Thisregion had alarge population sustained by
athriving agricultural and fishing industry.

“Ther soil,” wrote the Jewish historian Jose-
phus, “isuniversaly rich and fruitful, and full of
the plantations of trees of dl sorts, insomuch thet it
invites, by itsfruitfulness, the most dothful to teke
painsinits cultivation. Accordingly itisal culti-
vated by itsinhabitants, and no part liesidie” (W\ars
of the Jews, Book 111, Chapter 111, Section 2). Jesus
drew many of His parables and illustrations from
daily lifeand activities around the lake.

The site of Capernaum, which means*“village
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This beautiful limestone synagogue in Capernaum was built in the fourth
or fifth century on the foundation of an earlier first-century structure. The
earlier structure was likely the very synagogue in which Jesus Christ taught.

of Nahum,” wasidentified in 1838 and was
extensvely excavated during this century.
What have archaeol ogists found?

John Laughlin, professor of religion at
Averett College, Danville, Va., participated
in excavations at Capernaum. He com-
ments: “What isknown indicates that at
thistime Capernaum was asmall village
located on the shore of the Sea of Galilee
with apopulation of probably no more
than 1,000 people. The few architectura
remains indicate the buildings were spa-
cious and well constructed of dressed
stones and large amounts of plaster. This
suggests that the village flourished eco-
nomically during Jesus' time. Itslocation
on the crossroads of important trade
routes, the fertile lands surrounding it and
therich fishing available all contributed
to its economic development” (Biblical
Archaeological Review, September-
October 1993, p. 59).

The synagogue at Capernaum

“Then He went down to Capernaum, a
city of Galilee, and wasteaching them on
the Sabbaths. . . Now He arosefrom the
synagogue and . . . when the sun was set-
ting, dl those who had any that were sick
with various diseases brought them to Him;
and Helaid His hands on every one of them
and heded them” (Luke 4:31, 38, 40).

Archaeologists have found a Caper-
naum the remains of abeautiful limestone
synagogue dated to the fourth or fifth cen-
tury. Yet what caused more excitement was
the discovery in the 1960sthat beneath this
building was the foundation of an earlier
synagogue huilt of basdt, which iscom-
mon to that area, that apparently datesto
Christ’stime.

The Gospelseveninclude the detail of
who built the synagogue in Capernaum.
“Now when [Jesus]| concluded dl His
sayingsin the hearing of the people, He
entered Capernaum. And acertain centu-
rion’s servant, who was dear to him, was
sick and ready to die. So when he heard
about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jewsto
Him, pleading with Him to come and hedl
his servant. And when they cameto Jesus,
they begged Him earnestly, saying that the
one for whom He should do thiswas
deserving, ‘for heloves our nation, and
hasbuilt usa synagogue' " (Luke 7:1-5,
emphasis added throughot).

It was atradition anmong the Jewsto
build anew synagogue on the foundation
of the older one. “ Pottery found in and
under thisbasdlt floor,” explains archaeolo-
gist Hershel Shanks, “clearly datesthe
basalt structure to thefirst century A.D. or
earlier. Since the Site of asynagogue rarely
changed in antiquity, thisbasdt building,

which closdly followsthe plan of the later
limestone synagogue, must also be asyna-
gogue, and very likely the onein which
Jesus preached” (Biblical Archaeological
Review, November-December 1983, p. 27).

Peter’s house discovered?

Between this synagogue and the nearby
lake, excavators discovered what many
believe to bethe remains of the house
of the apostle Peter. Along with hisbrother
Andrew, Peter made hisliving asafisher-
man on the Sea of Gdlilee (Matthew 4:18).
Matthew recordsthat Peter had ahousein
Capernaum inwhich Jesus healed his
mother-in-law (Matthew 8:5, 14-15).

In 1968 the excavators of the synagogue
investigated the remains of anearby octag-
ond structure with mosaic floors. During
the Byzantine period such structures often
were congtructed over what were thought
to be significant religious Sites.

Archaeologists dated the structure to
thefifth century. Beneath it they found an
earlier church that they dated to the fourth
century based on writings and inscriptions
on thewalls. The central hall of thischurch
“was part of an earlier house built, accord-
ing to the excavators, in the mid-first
century A.D.” (McRay, p. 164).

“Thefirst century house was built
around two courtyardswith the outside
entrance opening directly into one of the
courtyards. A taboun (round oven) was
found in this courtyard, which indicatesit
was used asthe main family room. The
southern courtyard may have been used for
animalsor asaworking area. In either size
or building materia, the houseis not unlike
al the other houses found in Capernaum”
(McRay, pp. 164-165).

In other ways, however, the house was
digtinctly different. At some point early in
its history the house'slarge center room
had been plastered, making it the only
house in Capernaum yet discovered to have
plastered walls. The walls and floor were
later replastered twice.

“During the mid-first century the pottery
used in the room ceased to be of thetypical
domestic variety. Only storagejarsand oll
lamps were found after this point. Thusthe
use of theroom must have changed from
normal residential living. Morethan one




hundred fifty inscriptions were scratched
onitswalsin Greek, Syriac, Hebrew, Ara
maic, and Latin from thistime until the
fourth century . . .

“Sometime after thefirst century two
pillars were erected to raise the roof of the
large central room, cregting an impressively
high ceiling. Thefifth-century octagona
chapel was built with the center of itscon-
centric wallsdirectly over thisroom. Evi-
dence now available suggeststhat this
chapel was built over afirst-century house
which was set gpart in the middle of that
century asapublic area. It was madeinto a
church and at some point cameto be vener-
ated asthe house of Peter. It would not be

lake. Why did dangerous storms sometimes
ariseonwhat normally should have beena
large, placid inland lake?

“Wedo not redlize” explainshiblica
geographer George Adam Smith, “that the
greater part of our Lord’sministry was
accomplished a what may betruly called
the bottom of atrench, 680 feet below sea
level . .. Thecold currents, asthey pass
from the west, are sucked down in vortices
of air, or by the narrow gorgesthat break
upon the Lake. Hence sudden storms arise
[for] which the regionisnotorious’ (The
Historical Geography of the Holy Land,
1931, p. 286).

Some who have doubted the biblical

Jesus Christ spent much of the time of His ministry in Galilee. This view,
from the traditional site of the Mount of the Beatitudes near Capernaum,

looks south over the Sea of Galilee.

prudent to gpply the data beyond that”
(McRay, pp. 165-166).

Around the Sea of Galilee

The Gospelsrecord even such detall as
meteorologica conditions around the Sea
of Galilee. “Now when they had left the
multitude, [the disciples] took [Jesus] aong
inthe boat as He was. And other little boats
were dso with Him. And agreat windstorm
arose, and the waves beet into the boat, so
that it wasdready filling” (Mark 4:36-37).

Sincemost of Christ’sdiscipleslived
around the Seaof Gdlilee, it isnot surpris-
ing many of them were fishermen. The
Gospelsfaithfully describe the life, work
and occasional dangers of fishinginthe
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accounts of sudden storms on the lake
have been caught by surprise. William
Barclay notes. “Dr. W.M. Christie, who
spent many yearsin Galilee, mentioned a
company of visitorswho were standing on
the shore of Lake Galilee, and, noting the
glassy surface of the water and the small-
ness of the lake, expressed doubts asto
the possibility of such stormsasthose
described in the gospels. Almost immedi-
ately the wind sprang up. In twenty min-
utes the seawas white with foam-crested
waves. Great billows broke over the tow-
ersat the corners of the city walls, and the
visitorswere compelled to seek shelter
from the blinding spray, though now two
hundred yards from the lakeside. In less

than half an hour the placid sunshine
had become araging storm. Thisiswhat
happened to Jesus and His discipleson
certain occasions’ (Daily Bible Sudy
Commentary, Bible Explorer Software).

Discovery of a fishing boat
of Jesus’s time

A few years ago archaeol ogists exca:
vated afishing boat dating to around the
timeof Chrigt.

“An example of the sort of boat Jesus
and the disciples used was found buried
in mud on the northern shore of the Sea of
Gdlileein January 1986,” notes archaeolo-
gist John McRay. “It isthefirst work boat
found onaninland lakein the entire
Mediterranean area. The boat, dating
between thefirst century B.C. and theend
of thefirst century A.D., was excavated that
February and found to measure 26.5 feet
long, 7.5 feet wideand 4.5 feet high. It
would have accommodated about fifteen
average-size men of Jesus Gdlilee. ..
Origindly it had amast for sailing and two
oarson each side. Jesusand hisdisciples
could easily fit into such aboat and their
useismentioned or inferred often inthe
Gospels’ (McRay, p. 170).

Many detailsin the Gospels, such as
fishing methods and the use of different
nets, reflect an accurate description of
Jesus' time. When Christ said, “ The king-
dom of heavenislike adragnet that was
castinto the sea” (Matthew 13:47), He
was referring to the most common method
of commercial fishing in Hisday—using
aseine.

Historian and Jewish fisherman Mendel
Nun, who in 1993 had lived near the Sea of
Galileefor 50 years, writes. “The saine, or
dragnet, isthe oldest type of net. Until
recently, it wasthe most important fishing
method onthelake. . . [The parable of the
dragnet] exactly fitsthe function of the
seine. It is spread into the sea, then dragged
to the shore; in the process all kinds of fish
are caught, which the fishermen sitting on
the shore sort out. The*bad’ onesrefer to
the scal eless catfish, forbidden by Jewish
law and not even offered for sale” (Biblical
Archaeology Review, November-December
1993, p. 52).
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This ancient fishing boat, found in the mud of the
Sea of Galilee in 1986, dates to the time of Christ.
The boat is apparently typical of the fishing boats
commonly used at the time and mentioned often in
the Gospels. Several of the disciples were fishermen.

“| am continually surprised
at how accurately the New
Testament writersreflect
natural phenomenaon the
lake” (ibid., p. 47).

The wedding in Cana

“Onthethird day there
was awedding in Canaof
Gdlilee, and the mother of
Jesuswas there. Now both
Jesus and His disciples
wereinvited to the wed-
ding. .. Therewere sat
there six waterpots of
stone, according to the
manner of purification of
the Jews, containing
twenty or thirty galons
apiece’ (John 2:1-2, 6).

One of the curious parts
of the wedding account is
the mention of large stone
waterpots. Inthe ancient
world such large containers
were normally made of
pottery or wood. It wasan
enormous and expensive
effort to carve large pots
from stone. Wasthisa
period when the purity
lawswere enforced to the
point that these pots were
commonin Isragl?

“Until recently this

Matthew 4:18 describes adifferent type  question plagued historians of the eracaled

of net. “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of
Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called

the late second Temple period,” writes
Israeli archaeologist Yitzhak Magen.

transformation of water into wine at Cana,
inGdlilee. .. Stone vessals have been
unearthed at morethan 60 sites’ (Biblical
Archaeological Review, September-
October 1998, pp. 49-50).

Even suchincidental detailsasthelarge
waterpots mentioned in the Gospels have
been explained by archaeological findings
and discovered to have been in common
used thetime.

Jacob's well and Mount Gerizim

“So he cameto acity of Samariawhich
iscalled Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now
Jacob'swell wasthere” (John 4:5-6).

“Jacob’'swell,” explains Professor
McRay, “isone of the few siteswhose
identity is agreed upon by Jews, Christians,
Mudims, and Samaritansdike” Itistill
inuse. “During annua visits over the past
twenty years,” headds, “| have dways
found cold, refreshing water inthe well”
(McRay, p. 181).

Nearby, on the northern top of Mount
Gerizim, archaeol ogists have found what
appearsto be the remains of the temple of
Mount Gerizim mentioned in John 4:20.
The building was 66 feet long by 66 feet
wide by 30 feet high and wasin the center
of alarge courtyard.

“Thediscovery of thismonumental
structure dating from the Hellenistic period
on Mount Gerizim above Shechem, the
chief city of the Samaritans,” comments
The International Bible Dictionary, “has
led the excavator to call the complex the
Samaritan temple and the unhewn stone

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea; for they were fishermen.”
Thisrefersto acast net, which is used by
asinglefisherman. Itiscircular, some 20
feet in diameter, with lead sinkers attached
to the edge.

“Liketheseing” comments Mendel
Nun, “the cast net isan ancient device.
Complete cast nets have been foundin
Egyptian tombs dating to the second mil-
[ennium B.C. Two kindswere used inthe
Seaof Gdlilee, onefor largefish and the
other for sardines’ (ibid., p. 53).

No wonder this Jewish fishing expert
concludes about the Gospel accounts,

half cube the Samaritan altar of sacrifice
[which present-day Samaritans till
revere]. Theremains of thisatar would
have been visibleto Jesus and the Samar-
itan woman from Jacob’'swell, asitis
today” (Supplement Volume, 1976, p. 361).

So the scene from John 4 of Jesusand
the Samaritan woman, with Jacob'swell
and the temple of Gerizim asthe backdrop,
asoreflectsahistorical setting.

Through these archaeological finds
we have covered some areas of Jesus
early ministry. In the next installment
wewill continue our study of Hislife
andtimes. G

“Indeed, recent excavations have confirmed
that Jewsof al socia and economic levels
were deeply concerned with ritua purity in
thisperiod . . . Stone vessalswere consid-
ered immune from impurity, and their pop-
ularity during this short period provides
strong evidence of heightened interest in
ritual purity among al Jews. . .

“Large vessels—sometimes made
from stone blocks weighing almost 800
pounds—were manufactured on massive
heavy-duty lathes. Some of these vessels
... may have been used to storeritudly
clean water for washing hands, asillus-
trated in the New Testament story of Jesus

Photos: Scott Ashley (left), Z. Radovan, Jerusalem
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Archaeological
findings shed
light on and con-
firm the accuracy
of historical
details recorded
for us in the

Jesus Christ'’s
Later Ministry

by Mario Seiglie

n the September-October and November-
December 1999 issues of The Good News, we
considered some of the many archaeological

findings that shed light on Judeain the early first
century, when Jesus Christ grew to manhood and
began His ministry. We continuein thisissue with
other findings that shed light on and confirm the
accuracy of historical detailsrecorded for usin
the Gospels.

While Chrigt’s early ministry took place primar-
ily in Gdilee, Hislater ministry centered on Jeru-
sdem. In Gdlileg, in spite of Hismany miraclesand
inspired preaching, He was eventually rejected by
most of the townspeople.

“Then He began to rebuke the citiesin which
most of His mighty works had been done, because
they did not repent: ‘Woeto you, Chorazin! Woe
toyou, Bethsaidal For if the mighty workswhich
were donein you had been donein Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But | say toyou, it will be moretolerablefor
Tyreand Sidonin the day of judgment than for you.
And you, Capernaum, who are exated to heaven,
will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty

workswhich were donein you had been donein
Sodom, it would have remained until thisday’”
(Matthew 11:20-23).

An unusual pool

The Gospels often note that Jesus and His disci-
plestraveled to Jerusalem for the biblical festivals
God commanded in Leviticus 23 (Luke 2:41-42;
22:7-20; John 2:13, 23; 7:1-2, 8, 10, 14, 37-38).
John 5 records an event that took place during one
of thesefeadts, although it doesn’t specify which
(to learn more about these biblical feasts, be sure
to request your free copy of the booklet God'sHoly
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind).

“After thisthere was afeast of the Jews, and
Jesuswent up to Jerusdlem. Now thereisin Jeru-
sdlem by the Sheep Gateapool, whichiscalled
in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. Inthese
lay agreat multitude of sick people, blind, lame,
parayzed, waiting for the moving of thewater . . .

“Now acertain man wastherewho had an infir-
mity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying
there, and knew that he dready had beenin that
condition along time, He said to him, * Do you want

Gospels.

A pool with five porches? For years critics of the Bible thought

the apostle John’s description of the Bethesda Pool to be a

fabrication—until the area was excavated a century ago. There
excavators found the remains of a large double pool, left, with
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a central colonnaded causeway dividing the two parts, as
shown on a model of the pool, right, based on the ruins uncov-
ered there. After almost 2,000 years, John’s description of a pool
“having five porches” was proven to be accurate.




Photos: Scott Ashley

to be made well? The sick man answered
Him, ‘ Sir, | have no man to put meinto the
pool when the water is stirred up; but while
| am coming, another steps down before
me. Jesussaid to him, ‘ Rise, take up your
bed and walk.” And immediately the man
was made well, took up hisbed, and
walked...” (John5:1-9).

For years critics questioned John's
description of apool “having five porches,”
because such an architectura design would
be highly unusual. But that changed when
excavators began digging in the area about
acentury ago.

“. .. When Bethesdawas cleared of the
rubble of centuries and brought once more
to thelight of day, [archaeologists discov-
ered] avast double pool covering 5,000
square yardsto the north of the Temple
area. It in fact had five colonnades. Four of
these surrounded the whole place, but the
fifth porch, inwhich the sick folk lay wait-
ing to be hedled, stood on aridge of rock
which divided thetwo pools’ (Werner
Keller, The BibleasHistory, 1982, p. 423).

Thefifth “porch,” which had led some
to question or even dismiss John’s account,
was this columned walkway separating
the two pools. John's description was
proven accurate.

John McRay, archaeol ogist and profes-
sor of New Testament at Wheaton College
Graduate School in lllinois, addsthat in the
excavaions“many fragments of column
bases, capitals and drums[column sections]
were found, which probably belonged to
thefive porches (i.e., porticoes or colon-
naded walkways) of the pool John men-
tions’ (Archaeology & the New Testament,
1991, p. 187).

The Pool of Siloam

The apostle John mentioned another
pool in connection with another of Jesus
Chrigt’'smiracles of heding. “Now as Jesus
passed by, He saw aman who wasblind
frombirth . . . He spat on the ground and
made clay with the sdliva; and He ancinted
the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And
Hesaid to him, ‘ Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam’ (whichistrandated, Sent). So he
went and washed, and came back seeing”
(John 9:1, 6-7).

This pool, too, has been discovered, and

thousands of visitorsto Jerusdem visit it
each year. Professor McRay explains:
“[The pool] was built by King Hezekiahin
the eighth century B.C. at the southern end
of along tunnel he

obscured or even contradicted the intent
of thelaws God had reveded to |sradl. He
compared them to “whitewashed tombs
which indeed appear beautiful outwardly,

cut through solid
rock to bring water
fromGihonSpring |
tothe pool inddethe |
citywdls(2Kings [
20:20). ..

“The gppearance
of the pool has
changed through
the centuries; it has
become consider-
ably smaller (50 feet
long by 15 feet wide)
than originaly. In
1897 F.J. Blissand
A.C. Dickie uncov-
ered acourt about
75 feet square, inthe
center of which was

e

The Pool of Siloam is mentioned in connection with one of Jesus
Christ’s miraculous healings. Although the remains of the pool
have since greatly changed, it can still be visited. The pool, in the
area of the original City of David, is fed by the Gihon Spring.

the pooal. It was prob-
ably surrounded by a colonnaded portico
... After the 1897 excavations, the people
of thevillage of Silwan (an Arabic render-
ing of Siloam) built amosquewitha
minaret over the northwest corner of the
pool, and it till stands above the pool”
(ibid., p. 188).

Professor McRay notesthat “ discoveries
of theWell of Jacob (John 4:12), the Pool of
Bethesda (5:2) [and] the Poal of Siloam (9:7)
... havelent hitoricd credibility tothetext
of John. .. Thesearebut afew of theexam-
plesthat could be produced which put New
Testament contexts squarely inthe stream

of history and geography” (pp. 18-19).
Conflicts with Pharisaic practices

Of al the human adversaries during His
ministry, the Pharisees caused Jesusthe
most trouble. They had imposed tedious
religious regulations on the practicing Jew-
ish population. Jesus described their effect:
“For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear,
and lay them on men'’s shoulders; but they
themsalveswill not move them with one
of their fingers. But dl their worksthey do
to be seen by men” (Matthew 23:4-5).

Christ denounced the Pharisees’ hypoc-
risy of enacting many religiouslawsthat

but inddearefull of dead men’sbones
and al uncleanness. Even so you aso out-
wardly appear righteous to men, but inside
you arefull of hypocrisy and lawlessness’
(verses27-28).

Whitewashed tombs were acommon
sghtinlsradl. The practice of whitewashing
grave siteswas based on aritua established
by the Pharisees.

Archaeol ogists have uncovered many
ancient tombs and other burial placesin
Isradl. They rangefrom asmple holein the
ground with astone covering to elaborate
buria chambersfor therich. The Interna-
tional Sandard Bible Encyclopedia says.
“For groups without a settled abode, inter-
ment must have taken the form of roadside
burias. . . Under Greco-Roman influence,
Pd estine tombstook on the exterior forms
and ornamentation of classic architecture
.. . Exposed areas were whitewashed to
obviate uncleanness through accidental
contact a night (Matthew 23:27)" (1979,
Voal. 1, pp. 557, 559, “Burid”).

William Barclay givesfurther informa
tion that helps us understand buria prac-
ticesof thetime: “Hereagainisapicture
which any Jew would understand. One of
the commonest places for tombswas by the




wayside. We have dready seen that anyone
who touched a dead body became unclean
(Numbers 19:16). Therefore, anyonewho
cameinto contact with atomb automati-
cally became unclean. At onetimein par-
ticular the roads of Palestine were crowded
with pilgrims—at the time of the Passover
Feast. For aman to become unclean on his
way to the Passover Feast would be adisas-
ter, for that meant he would be debarred
from sharing iniit. It was then Jewish prac-
ticein the month of Adar to whitewash all
wayside tombs, so that no pilgrims might
accidentally comeinto contact with one

of them and be rendered unclean.

“So, asaman journeyed the roads of
Palestine on aspring day, these tombs
would glint white, and amost lovely, inthe
sunshine; but within they were full of bones
and bodies whose touch would defile. Thet,
said Jesus, was aprecise picture of what the
Phariseeswere. Their outward actionswere
the actions of intensely religious men; their
inward heartswere foul and putrid with
sn” (Daily Bible Sudy Commentary, Bible
Explorer Software).

Christ used this commonly seen feature
of the | sradlite countryside to drive home
aspiritud point.

The Corban vow

Another conflict Jesus had with the
Phariseeswas over their laws and regula
tionsthat at times directly negated the Ten
Commandments. One such example was
the Corban vow.

Inastinging rebuke, Jesustold the Phar-
isees: “‘All too well you reect the com-
mandment of God, that you may keep your
tradition. For Moses said, “Honor your
father and your mother”; and, “Hewho
cursesfather or mother, let him be put to
death.” But you say, “ If aman saysto his
father or mother, ‘\Whatever prafit you
might have received from meis Corban’—
(that is, agift to God), then you no longer
let him do anything for hisfather or his
mother, making the word of God of no
effect through your tradition which you
have handed down. And many such things
youdo'” (Mark 7:9-13).

In the 20th century archaeologists have
found dramatic confirmetion of thiskind
of vow. In the 1950sthey discovered astone
coffiningde aJewish tomb in the Kidron
Valley southeast of Jerusalem. Thelid bore
an inscription stating the contentswere
“corban.” Theinscription reads, “All that
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amanmay find to his profit in this ossuary
[ig] an offering (corban) to God from him
whoiswithinit” (McRay, p. 194).

The vow wasinscribed in the hope that
it would dissuade any potential thief from
taking any valuable contents, such asjew-
elry, by declaring al had been consecrated
to God and that the robber would be com-
mitting sacrilegeto take it and useit for any
other purpose.

But why would Jesus condemn thiskind
of vow? The passagein Mark points out the
kinds of problemsthat arose. Jesuswas
condemning aman-made vow that could
bresk God's commandments. In the exam-
ple He used, some, He said, were declaring
part or al of thelr possessions “corban,” or
dedicated to God. In such circumstances
aneedy father or mother could not inherit
adeceased son's goods because they had
been declared “ corban” and thuswere
consecrated to God.

Thisvow was based on anonbiblica
belief that a person would recelve extra
favor from God for such avow. Astime
went aong, thiskind of vow was aso used
asan excuseto avoid helping aparent in
need. As Jesus pointed out, such practices
broke the Fifth Commandment, which tells
usto honor our parents.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary
explains. “Jesus showed how thesereli-
gious|eaders had in effect nullified this
commandment. They could simply affirm
that a particular item had been agift
devoted to God. Then theitem could
not be used by an individual but was kept
separate. Thiswas smply aclever way of
keeping things from passing to one's par-
ents. The person would of course continue
to keep those thingsin his own home
where they had been supposedly set aside
for God.

“Such action was condemned by Jesus
asbeing hypocritical, for whileit appeared
to be spiritua, it actually was doneto keep
one's possessionsfor himsalf. Thusthis
fallureto help on€'s parents deliberately
violated thefifth commandment . . . Such
action had been described by Isaiah cen-
turiesbefore (Isaiah 29:13). Their [the
Pharisees'] religion had become amatter
of action and man-mederules. Their hearts
were far from God and consequently their
worshipwasinvain” (Logos Software).

Wewill continue thisserieswith the cli-
mactic events surrounding Jesus Christ’s
arres, tria, crucifixion and resurrection. Gv



Jesus Christ’s Arrest,
Trial and Crucifixion

by Mario Seiglie

nrecent issues of The Good Newswe have exam-

ined archaeol ogical findingsthat shed light onthe

period of Jesus Chrigt’sministry in Judeaiin the
early first century.

Inthe four Gospels no period of Christ’smin-
istry ismore detailed than the last few dayswhen
Hewas arrested, tried and crucified asacommon
criminal. What have archaeol ogists found that con-
firm and illuminate many of the details of Jesus’ last
dayson eath?

Evidence of Caiaphas’s tomb

Eventsrushed to acrescendo as Jesusand His dis-
ciplescameto Jerusalem for that fina Passover feast.
The chief priests began to panic after hearing that in
What have o Eatery Tesshad resrected Hisfriend
archaeologists | azarusfrom the dead (John 12).
ot o st
.17, thechief pri arisees
“’"ﬁ"’" and illu- - il 2 sid, “Whet shall we o For thisMan
minate many of  worksmany signs If welet Him donelikethis;
the details Of everyonewill believein Him, and the Romans will
'last d comeand take away both our place and nation.” And
Jesus’ last days o of them Caigphas, being high priest that year,
on earth?  sidtothem, ‘Youknow nothing at all, nor doyou

'E f.rll‘
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The Gospels tell us the high priest who plotted Christ’s death
was named Caiaphas. In 1990 archaeologists found the
priest’s family tomb and this ossuary bearing his name.
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consider thet it isexpedient for usthat one man
should diefor the people, and not thet thewhole
nation should perish. Now thishedid not say on his
own authority; but being high priest that year he
prophesied thet Jesuswould diefor the nation. . .
Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him

to deeth” (verses47-53).

Amazingly, thetomb of thispriest was discovered
in 1990. Isradli archaeologist Zvi Greenhut, who
confirmed thefinding, describesthe event:

“It wasacold day at the end of November when
| recelved word at the AntiquitiesAuthority that an
old cave had been discovered . . . When | arrived |
observed that the roof of the cave had collgpsed. But
even while standing outside, | could seefour ossuar-
ies, or bone boxes, in the central chamber of the cave.
To an archaeologis, thiswasaclear indication that
thiswasaJewish burid cave. .. Soit wasthat we
discovered thefina resting place of the Caiaphas
family, one of whose priestly members presided a
thetrid of Jesus’ (“Buria Cave of the Caigphas
Family,” Biblical Archaeological Review; September-
October 1992, pp. 29-30).

Two of the 12 stone boxes found had the name
Calaphas written on the Sde, and one contained the
entire name, “ Joseph, son of Caigphas” Ingdethis
box were the remains of a60-year-old man, dong
with the bones of awoman and four younger people,
probably those of hisown family.

Archaeologist Ronny Reich providesfurther
detailsof thefind: “The most elaborately decorated
ossuary found in this cave containstwo inscriptions
relating to Caigphas. . . Theelderly man buriedin
the highly decorated assuary was apparently Joseph.
It was probably aforefather who hed acquired this
nickname[Calaphaswas apparently anickname
that meent “basket,” probably from “basketmaker.”]

“A person named Joseph with the nickname
Caaphaswasthe high priest in Jerusaem between
18and 36 A.D. The New Testament providesonly
hisnicknamein the Greek form: Caigphas (see
Matthew 26:3, 57; Luke 3:2; John 11:49, 18:13-14,
24, 28; Acts4:6). Josephus|[thefirg-century Jewish




Z. Radovan, Jerusalem
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The Roman governor Pontius Pilate figures prominently
in the accounts of Jesus Christ’s trial and execution. In
1961 a stone plaque bearing his name and official title
was discovered in Caesarea, Israel. Pilate’s name (Latin

“[PONI]TIVS PILATVS”) is visible on the second line. In
1968 archaeologists found sobering evidence of the cruel
practice of crucifixion—a human heel bone pierced by a
large iron nail, with a fragment of olive wood attached.

historian] gives hisproper name aswell:
Joseph Caigphas, or dsawhere,  Joseph who
was cdled Caiaphas of the high priesthood
In short, we are explicitly told by Josephus
that Calaphas wasindeed anickname’
(“Caigphas Name Inscribed on Bone
Boxes,” Biblical Archaeological Review,
September-October 1992, p. 41).

Archaeol ogists have thus confirmed the
existence of thisimportant New Testament
figure. They have dso proven the existence
of another leading character instrumental
inthe events surrounding Jesus arres, trid
and execution.

The Pilate inscription

Once Jesuswas arrested, on Caaphes's
orders, Hewastried before Caigphasand
later sent to the Roman governor Pontius
Pilate. The New Testament portrayd of Pilate
agreeswith other historicd accounts. “ Philo
and Josgphus unitein attributing dire and evil
practicesto Pilate, so that adark characteris
ascribedtohim” (The Interpreter’s Dictio-
nary of the Bible, 1989, Val. 3, p. 813).

Philo, theAlexandrian Jewish philosopher
(20B.C-A.D. 50), described Pilaeas“a
man of avery inflexible digposition, and very
mercilessaswell asvery obginate” Hesays
Pilate'srule was characterized by “ corrup-
tion,...insolence, ... . crudty, . . . continud
murders of people untried and uncon-
demned, and hisnever ending, and gratu-
itous, and most grievousinhumanity” (The

Works of Philo, trandated by C.D. Yonge,
“On the Embassy to Gaius”” pp. 301-302).

Yearsafter Chrig’scrucifixion Pilate was
sent to Rome to undergo ahumiliating trial
after ordering the massacre of some Samari-
tan pilgrims. Eusehius, the fourth-century
higtorian, notesthat Pilate was found guilty
and exiled. In hisshame helater committed
suicide. Such wasthe end of this proud and
corrupt governor.

For centuries Pilate was known only from
scant historical recordsand the Gospels. No
direct physica evidence had been found.
Then, in 1961, astone plaque engraved with
Pilate sname and titlewas discoveredin
Caesarea, the Roman port and capita of
Judeaiin Chrigt’sday. “ The two-foot by
three-foot dab, now known asthe Filate
Inscription, was. . . apparently written to
commemorate Pilate’s erection and dedica-
tion of aTiberium, atemplefor theworship
of Tiberias Caesar, the Roman emperor
during Rilate'sterm over Judea.

“The Latin inscription of four lines
giveshistitleas* Pontius Pilate, Prefect of
Judea,” atitle very similar to that used of
himinthe Gospels (see Luke 3:1). This
wasthefirgt archaeologica find to mention
Pilate, and again testified to the accuracy
of the Gospel writers. Their understanding
of such officid termsindicatesthey lived
during thetime of their use and not acen-
tury or two thereafter, when such terms
would have been forgotten” (Randall Price,

The Sones Cry Out, 1997, pp. 307-308).

Gruesome evidence of crucifixion

Until recently some scholars considered
the description of Christ’scrucifixionto be
false. They thought it wasimpossiblefor a
human body to be held up by nallsdriven
into the hands and feet Sncethe fleshwould
eventualy tear away. Insteed they thought
the victims must have been bound by ropes.

Yet, in 1968, the body of acrucified
man dating to thefirst century wasfound in
Jerusalem. Here the true method of crucifix-
ionwasdiscovered: Hisankles, not hisfest,
had been nailed and could easily support
hisweight.

Archeeologist Randd| Priceexplains:
“Thisrarefind has proved to be one of the
most important archaeol ogica witnessesto
Jesus' crucifixion asrecorded in the Gospels.
Firs, it revedsafresh the horrors of the
Roman punishment . . . Thismethod of exe-
cution forced the weight of the body to be
placed on thenails, causing terribly painful
muscle spasms and eventudly degth by the
excruciating process of agphyxidion. . .
Second, it was once claimed that the
Gospel’s description of themethod of cruci-
fixion was higoricdly inaccurate. . . The
discovery of the nail-pierced anklebone
refutesthose who say nails could not have
beenused” (Price, pp. 309-310).

The Roman law of thetime prescribed
crucifixion as punishment for the most




serious offenses, such asrebellion, treason
and robbery. A famous example of mass cru-
cifixionstook placein 71 B.C. when Sparta-
cusled adaverebdlion against Rome. He
ultimately failed, and the 6,000 captured
daveswere crucified.

The Jawsknew of crucifixionseven
before Roman rule, for around 87 B.C. the
Jewish king Alexander Janneus had 800
rebellious Pharisees crucified. Josephus,
who witnessed the crucifixion of hisfellow
Jews during the siege of Jerusaem (A.D.
66-70), caled it “the most wretched of
deaths”” It continued to be the punishment
for high crimesuntil the time of Emperor
Congtantine, when it wasfinally abolished.

Was Jesus crucified on a cross?

The exact shape of the stake or cross
used to crucify Jesusisnot known, sincethe
Romans used severd styles.

The Greek word trandated “ cross’ is
stauros. Ving s Expository Dictionary of Old
and New Testament \brds gives background
information ontheword. “ Sauros. . .
denotes, primarily, ‘an upright pale or sake!
On such malefactorswere nailed for execu-
tion. Both the noun and the verb staroo, ‘to
fagtento agtake or pae, areorigindly to be
distinguished from the ecclesiagtica form of
atwo beamed ‘ cross’ The shape of the latter
had itsoriginin ancient Chaldea[Babylo-
nig], and was used asthe symbol of thegod
Tammuz (being in the shape of themydtic
Tau, theinitid of hisname) inthat country
andin adjacent lands, including Egypt.

“By themiddle of the 3rd cent. A.D. the
churcheshed either departed from, or hed
travestied, certain doctrines of the Chrigtian
faith. In order to increasethe prestige of the
apodtate ecclesadtical system paganswere
received into the churches gpart from regen-
eration by faith, and were permitted largely
to retain their pagen signsand symboals.
Hencethe Tau or T, initsmost frequent
form, with the cross-piece lowered, was
adopted to stand for the ‘ cross of Christ.

“Asfor the Chi, or X, which Constan-
tine declared he had seeninavision
leading him to champion the Christian
faith, that letter wastheinitid of the
word ‘ Chrigt” and had nothing to do with
‘the Cross' (for xulon, ‘atimber beam,

. %
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atree' ...)" (1985, “Cross, Crucify”).

The empty tomb

The Gospel writersgive many details of
Jesus' burid and tomb. “Now when evening
had come, there camearich man fromAri-
mathea, named Joseph, who himsalf had dso
become adisciple of Jesus. Thisman went
to Filate and asked for the body of Jesus.
Then Filate commanded the body to be given
to him. When Joseph had taken the body, he
wrappeditinacleanlinendoth, andlaid it
in hisnew tomb which he had hewn out of
therock; and herolled alarge Stone against
the door of thetomb, and departed.. . .

“On the next day, which followed the
Day of Preparation, the chief priestsand
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying,
‘Sr, weremember, while Hewas il dive,
how that decelver sad, “After three days|
will rise” Therefore command that thetomb
be made secure until thethirdday’ . . . So
they went and made the tomb secure, sedling
the stone and setting the guard” (Matthew
27:57-66).

How do the Gospel accounts match up
with archaeologists discoveries about firgt-
century burid practices? Severd tombshave
been found around Jerusdem that perfectly
fit the description given by the Gospel writ-
s “In Roman timesthe entrance was often
closed withalargecircular stone, set upon
edgeand ralled in its groove to the mouth of
thetomb so asto doseit securely. Thisstone
could then be further secured by astrap, or by
seding. Pilate thus directed that the tomb of
Joseph of Arimathes, in which the body of
Jesuswaslaid, should be carefully sedled and
madeasinviolable aspossble (Mt. 27:66)”
(The International Sandard Bible Encyclo-
pedia, 1979,Val. 1, p. 559, “Burid”).

When the Romanswanted to securea
tomb, they attached a cord acrossthe circu-
lar gone. They secured this strap with wax
and stamped it with the sedl of imperid
Rome. To tamper with the sedl wasto defy
Roman authority and risk the death penalty.
Guardswere then placed around the tomb
with ordersto defend it a al codts; if any
fell adeep they would pay with their lives.
With dl these safeguardsin place, atomb
was considered to be completely secured
and untouchable.
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Yet, when Jesuswas resurrected and an
angel opened the tomb, the Bible records
that the guards “shook for fear of [theangel]
and became like dead men” (Matthew 28:4).
When the guards revived and saw the empty
tomb, they immediately sought help from
the chief priests, for they knew they faced
the death penalty.

“Now whilethey were going, behold,
some of the guard cameinto the city and
reported to the chief priestsdl thethingsthat
had happened. When they had assembled
with the elders and consulted together, they
gavealarge sum of money to the soldiers,
saying, ‘ Tell them [the Roman authorities],
“Hisdisciplescameat night and soleHim
awvay whilewedept” Andif thiscomesto
the governor’sears, we will appease him and
make you secure” So they took the money
and did asthey wereinstructed; and this say-
ing iscommonly reported among the Jews
until thisday” (verses11-15).

Trueto the historical description of Pilate,
we seethat even the chief priests understood
that the Roman governor was corrupt and
subject to being bribed.

Conclusion on the Gospels

Through archaeology many details of the
descriptions of Jesus trid, crucifixionand
buria have been confirmed. Archaeologist
Price considersthe dl-important implica:
tions: “. . . Archaeology has shown usthat
thefactsthat support faith [in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus| are accurate—an identifible
tomb attesting to literd events—fathinthe
Chrigt of history does depend uponahis-
toricaly empty tombfor itsredlity. While
archaeology can only reveal thetomb, the
personsand events attending to itshistoric
purpose (Herod, Pilate, Caigphas, crucifix-
ion, and so on), theresurrection isinterwo-
venwith thesefacts so asto command the
same consideration” (Price, pp. 315, 318).

We can summarize the purpose of this
series on the Gospelswith an appropriate
quote: “Five gospelsrecord thelife of Jesus.
Four you will find in books and oneyou will
findinthe Land they cdl holy. Read thefifth
gospel and theworld of the four will open
toyou” (Bargil Pixner, With Jesus Through
Galilee According to the Fifth Gospel, 1992,
back cover). Gn




The Book 0 Act:”

The Church Begins

by Mario Seiglie

After decades of
examining the
details mentioned
in Acts, Sir
William Ramsay
concluded: “Luke
is a historian of
the first rank; not
merely are his
statements of fact
trustworthy, he is
possessed of the
true historic sense
.. . In short this
author should be
placed along with
the very greatest of
historians.”
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sdiscussed in recent issues of The Good
News, archaeol ogists have made many
discoveriesthat verify and illuminate
our understanding of the four Gospels. After the
Gospels, the next section in the New Testament we
will survey isthe books of the Acts of the Apostles,
or smply Acts.

The book of Actsissimply acontinuation of
one of the Gospel accounts. Luke compiled his
Gospel about Jesus Christ asthefirst volume of a
two-part work. In hisfirst manuscript he covered
thelife of Jesus; in the second he described the
early history of the Church Jesus founded.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary notes: “ The
Actsof the Apostlesis the name given to the sec-
ond part of atwo-volumework traditionally identi-
fied as having been written by Luke, acompanion
of the apostle Paul. Originaly the two volumescir-
culated together astwo parts of one complete writ-
ing” (Richard Longenecker, 1981, Val. 9, p. 207).

L uke explainsto Theophilus, to whom he dedi-
cated thiswork, the purpose of hisfirst tome: “The
former account | made, O Theophilus, of dl that
Jesus began both to do and teach, until theday in
which Hewastakenup. . .” (Acts 1:1-2). The
phrase former account inthisfirst verseis proton
logosin Greek. It refersto thefirst papyrusrall of a
larger work, called in Greek tomos, from which we
get our English word tome.

In the second scroll Luke relates events that took
place after Jesus “was parted from them [the disci-
ples] and carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). It
coversabout thefirst 30 years of Church history.

A scholar attacks Acts

About acentury ago British scholar William
Ramsay focused on the book of Actsto try to show
it wasrifewith geographica and archaeologica
errors. After al, many scholars of hisday, equipped
with thetools of textua criticism and archaeol ogy,
had exposed many errorsin other classic writings.
Thiseminent humanity professor diligently prepared

himself by studying archaeol ogy and geography

before departing for the Middle East and AsaMinor
in hisquest to prove Luke' shistory of the early
Church was mostly myth.

His quest didn’t turn out as he expected. After a
quarter century of research in what istoday |srael
and Turkey, where he carefully retraced the steps of
the apostles as described in the book of Acts, this
famous unbeliever shook the intellectual world
when he announced he had converted to Christian-
ity. He confessed thisradical change of mind and
heart was thanksin great part to hissurprise a the
accuracy hefoundin Luke'snarrativein Acts.

After decades of examining the historical and
geographica details mentioned in the book, Ram-
say concluded: “Lukeisahistorian of thefirst
rank; not merely are his statements of fact trust-
worthy, heis possessed of the true historic sense
... In short thisauthor should be placed along with
the very greatest of historians’ (The Bearing of
Recent Discovery on the Trustworthiness of the
New Testament, 1953, p. 80).

He went on to write many books about Acts
and the epistles of Paul. Ultimately Ramsay was
knighted for his contributionsto the study of

archaeology and geography.
The tomb of King David

When the Christian Church began on the Day
of Pentecost, when itsfirst 120 members received
God's Spirit, thousands of Jewish pilgrims were
visiting Jerusalem worshiping at the time of that
holy festival (Acts2:1-5).

That day the apostie Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, delivered an inspired sermon to the Jewish
crowd. Thousands heard and repented of thelr Sins.
Speaking of the recent resurrection of Jesus, he
quoted from one of King David's prophetic psams:
“For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will
You alow Your Holy Oneto see corruption” (Acts
2:27, Psdm 16:10).

Peter continued: “Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he
is both dead and buried, and histomb iswith usto
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Some archaeologists think this area at the southern end of the City of David
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contains the remains of the tombs of the kings of Judah who reigned in Jeru-
salem. The tomb at the top center may be the remains of King David’s tomb
mentioned by Peter in Acts 2:29. Regrettably, much of the area has been
hacked away over the centuries from quarrying the limestone there.

thisday” (Acts2:29, emphasis added).
Peter, speaking in thetemple areain
Jerusalem, could point to the nearby tombs
of thekings of |srael—specifically David's
burid ste.

Although it was not an | sralite or Jew-
ish custom to bury the dead in towns or
cities, royalty was an exception. The Bible
recordsthat “ David rested with hisfathers,
and was buried in the City of David”
(1Kings2:10). Many later Israelite kings
were also buried in Jerusalem, dthough
not al in the designated tombs of the
kings. For instance, evil King Jehoram was
buried “in the City of David, but not in the
tombs of thekings’ (2 Chronicles 21:20).

Severa hundred years|ater, during the
restoration of Jerusalem under Nehemiah,
the area around the tombs of the kingswas
repaired. “After him Nehemiah the son of
Azbuk . . . maderepairsasfar asthe place
infront of thetombs of David. . ”
(Nehemiah 3:16).

Josephus, a Jewish historian born
shortly after Peter gave his Pentecost ser-
mon, wrote that afew decades earlier
Herod the Gresat had broken into David's
tomb a night to plunder itsriches, only
to discover apreviousking hed already
looted it (Antiquities of the Jews, Book
XVI, Chapter VII, Section 1). David's

tomb waswidely known even when Jose-
phus wrote his account decades after
Peter’s sermon.

A.T. Robertson notes. “His[David's]
tomb was on Mt. Zion where most of the
kings were buried. The tomb was said to
havefdleninto ruinsin thereign of the
Emperor Hadrian [A.D. 117-138]" (Word
Picturesin the New Testament, Bible
Explorer software).

Although archaeol ogistsdon't agree
on whether the extensive tomb area discov-
ered almost a century ago in the southern
end of Jerusdlemisthelocation of the
tombs of the kings of Israel, thelocation
agrees with accounts mentioned in the
Bible and does have the backing of some
prominent scholars.

Hershel Shanks, editor of Biblical
Archaeol ogy Review, writes: “ The pro-
posed site of David'stomb, and of others
adjacent toiit, is precisely where one would
expect to find the burial site mentioned in
the Bible—in the southern part of the City
of David, an areathat would normally be
forbidden to burias.

“In 1913 to 1914 a Frenchman named
Raymond Weill excavated this areaand
found severa tombsthat he numbered T1
toT8. .. The most magnificent of these
tombsisT1. Itisakind of long tunnel or

artificially excavated cave 52% feet long,
over 8 feet wide and over 13 feet high. . .
The fact that some extravagant, even
ostentatious tombs were located precisely
where the Bible says the kings of Judah,
including King David, were buried cer-
tainly suggeststo areasonable mind that
thefanciest of these tombs (T1) may well
have belonged to King David” (Biblical
Archaeological Review, January-February,
1995, p. 64).

Preciseidentification is difficult
because the areawas heavily quarried
inlater centuries and only portions of the
tombs remain. Whether more research can
confirm thissite as David'stomb or not,
we can be confident that during Peter’s
sermon given on the Day of Pentecost,
when the New Testament Church began,
he could point to an areain Jeruslem
where everyone knew David'stomb was
located and could attest that hisremains
were dtill there.

David obviously had not risen from
the dead, but now Peter and many other
witnesses could confirm that it had been
Jesus' tomb, not David's, that had opened
and from which Jesus had come back to
life, confirming He wasthe Messiah.
Thousands of Jewish listeners could not
refute the evidence. This proof, among
others, led many to accept Jesus asthe
Messiahimmediately (Acts 2:41).

Gamaliel the wise

During the days and weeks after
Peter’s sermon, the apostles faced violent
opposition, including being thrown injail.

During their trial beforetheir incarcera:
tion, many Jewish authorities plotted to kil
them, but one of the chief religious leaders
spoke up in their defense:

“Then onein the council stood up, a
Pharisee named Gamaliel, ateacher of the
law held in respect by all the people. . .
And he said to them: ‘Men of Isradl, take
heed to yourselves what you intend to do
regarding thesemen.. . . | say to you, keep
away from these men and let them aone;
for if thisplan or thiswork isof men, it
will cometo nothing; but if it isof God,
you cannot overthrow it—lest you even
be found to fight against God.’ And they
agreed with him, and when they had called




for the apostles and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak
in the name of Jesus, and let them go”
(Acts5:34-40).

This Gamaliel, who opposed the apos-
tles' execution, was ateacher of Paul (Acts
22:3). He wasthe grandson of Hilldl,
the founder of adominant school of the
Pharisees, amgjor branch of Judaism.

Gamalidl’s family name has been con-
firmed by archaeologicd findings. Ina
tomb in the catacombs of Beth-Shearim,
near the Sea of Gdlilee, in asection called
the Tomb of the Patriarchs, one of the
graves hasan inscription in Hebrew and
Greek: “ This[tomb] is of the Rabbi
Gamaliel.” The Gamalidl of Biblefame
wasthefirst of anillustrious rabbinic
family bearing his name. Thistomb was
that of one of his descendants.

The historian Josephus and some
Talmudic works also mention Gamaliel,
describing him as abenevolent and bril-
liant man. William Barclay adds. “He was
akindly man with afar wider tolerance
than hisfellows. Hewas, for instance,
one of the very few Pharisees who did not
regard Greek cultureassinful. Hewas one
of the very few to whom thetitle ‘ Rabban’
had been given. Men called him ‘The
Bealty of the Law. When he died it was
said, ‘ Since Rabban Gamdliel died there
has been no more reverence for the Law;
and purity and abstinence died out at the
sametime'” (The Daily Sudy Bible Com-
mentary, Bible Explorer software). So we
see another hiblical figure mentioned in the
Scriptures confirmed by sources outside
theBible.

History confirms still another
biblical character

Asthe gospel spread to the outlying
areas of |srael, Peter arrived in Samaria
to preach the Word of God. There he met
amagician named Simon, who was bap-
tized but was | ater rejected by Peter and
John for trying to bribe hisway into a
position of power and influencein the
Church (Acts 8:18-24).

Nothing elseisdirectly mentioned in
the Scriptures about this shady character,
known in history as Simon Magus.
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However, about a century after Simon’s
death, writings appear that describe his
activities after the aposties rejected him.

Writing to the Romans, Justin Martyr
comments: “ There was a Samaritan,
Simon, anative of the village called Gitto,
whointhereign of Claudius Caesar [A.D.
41-54], and in your royd city of Rome, did
mighty acts of magic, by virtue of the art of
the devil’s operating in him. He was con-
sidered agod, and asagod was honored by
you with a statue, which statue was erected
on theriver Tiber, between two bridges,
and bore thisinscription, in the language of
Rome: * Simoni Deo Sancto’ [To Simon the
holy God]. And dmost al the Samaritans,
and afew even of other nations, worship
him. .. (The Ante-Nicene Fathers, “The
First Apology of Justin,” p. 171).

In 1574 excavators found afragment of
marble on anidand in the Tiber River with
the inscription “ Semoni Sanco Deu Fidio.”
Someinterpret this asreferring to a Sabine
deity, Semo Sancus, but most likely it was
part of the statue Justin Martyr described
as having been dedicated to Simon Magus.

The editors of The Ante-Nicene Fathers
makethis point: “It isvery generally sup-
posed that Justin was mistaken in under-
standing thisto have been a statue erected
to Simon Magus. This supposition rests
onthefact thet in the year 1574 there was
dug upintheidand of the Tiber afragment
of marble, with theinscription * Semoni
Sanco Deo, etc., being probably the base
of astatue erected to the Sabine deity
Semo Sancus. Thisinscription Justinis
supposed to have mistaken for the one he
givesabove.

“Thishas aways seemed to usvery
dight evidence on which to reject so precise
adatement as Justin here makes, astate-
ment which he would scarcely have haz-
arded in an gpol ogy addressed to Rome,
where every person had the means of ascer-
taining itsaccuracy. If, asis supposed, he
made amigtake, it must have been a once
exposed, and other writerswould not have
o frequently repeated the story asthey have
dong’ (ibid., footnote, p. 171).

Whether the base of the statue was
dedicated to Simon Magus or not, the his-
toricity of thishiblical personageisaso

confirmed in literature of the second and
third centuries.

Paul in Damascus

After the gospel went to Samaria, it
spread northward to Damascus, wherea
dramatic conversion took place—that of
Saul, who became the apostle Paul. After
his conversion God told him, “Ariseand go
into the city, and you will betold what you
must do” (Acts 9:6).

After Paul arrived in Damascus, Jesus
spokein avision to Ananias, one of the
Chrigtiansliving there: “So the Lord said
to him, *Ariseand go to the street called
Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas
for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold,
heispraying” (Acts9:11).

The street called Straight was one of the
main avenuesin Damascus. The Exposi-
tor’s Bible Commentary explains. “ The
street called Straight was an east-west
street that is<till one of the main thorough-
fares of Damascus, the Derb €l-Mustagim.
It had colonnaded halls on either Sdeand
imposing gatesa eachend.. . . and pre-
sumably was aswell known in antiquity
as Regent Street in London or Michigan
Avenuein Chicago today. The directions
included not only the name of the street but
aso the house where Saul could be found”
(Longenecker, p. 373).

When the Jews persecuted Paul in
Damascus, hisfriendslowered him from
the city’swallsin abasket (Acts 9:25).
Archaeologists have discovered sections of
thisancient wall, which the Romans built.
John McRay writes: “Part of the Roman
wall has been found about 1000 feet south
of the East Gate (Bab Sharqi) beneath
Saint Paul’s Chapel and Window. Under
the present Ottoman gateway, this small
chapel was built by Greek Catholics over
agate from the Roman period. Tradition
associates the spot with Paul’s escape by a
basket that was |owered from awindow in
thewall (2 Cor. 11:33)" (Archaeology and
the New Testament, 1991, p. 234).

Magnificent Caesarea

Meanwhilein Jerusalem Peter had been
arrested again and this time was sentenced
to death by Herod Agrippa, grandson of
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The port city of Caesarea Maritima is mentioned several
times in the book of Acts. Built by Herod the Great, it
was the major port in the region and a Roman adminis-
trative center. Its magnificent amphitheater, left, over-

looks the Mediterranean Sea. Partially restored, today
it serves as a popular venue for concerts. An equally
impressive twin aqueduct, right, supplied the city with
fresh drinking water from the nearby hills.

Herod the Gresat. A few decades ago this
ruler, too, was confirmed as ahistorical fig-
urewhen Israeli archaeologist Benjamin
Mazar found scale weights with Herod
Agrippa sname and title that date to the
fifth year of hisreign.

When Herod Agrippa heard of Peter's
miraculous escape (Acts 12:5-9), heflew
into arage. “But when Herod had searched
for him and not found him, he examined
the guards and commanded that they
should be put to desth. And he went down
from Judeato Caesarea, and stayed there”
(verse 19).

Caesareawas an impressive artificial
port built by Herod the Great. Named in
honor of Augustus Caesar, it becamethe
Roman headquarters of Judea. Herod also
had amagnificent paace therewhere he
would court Roman officias.

“Thecity included buildingstypical
of aHellenistic city, such asatheater,
amphitheater, hippodrome, aqueduct,
colonnaded street, and an impressive
temple dedicated to Caesar” (The Inter-
preter’s Dictionary of the Bible, 1962, Vol.
1, p. 480). Most of the remains of these
buildings have recently been found by
archaeologists, including a stone plaque
that mentions Pontius Pilate [see The
Good News, May-June 2000, p. 25].

“| was on the supervisory staff at Cae-
sareafrom the beginning of full-scale
excavationsin 1972 until 1982," writes
John McKay. “Our work haslargely con-
firmed the impression given by Josephusin
both hisWars and Antiquities, of the grand
scale on which Herod built to satisfy his
own vanity and that of the emperor Augus-
tus’ (Archaeology and the New Testament,
1991, pp. 139-140).

Herod Agrippa’s death

The Bible aso records Herod Agrippa’s
unexpected death at Caesarea. “Now
Herod had been very angry with the people
of Tyre and Sidon; but they cameto him
with one accord, and having made Blastus
theking's persona aidether friend, they
asked for peace, because their country was
supplied with food by the king's country.
So on aset day Herod, arrayed in royal
apparedl, sat on histhrone and gave an ora-
tion to them. And the people kept shouting,
‘The voice of agod and not of aman!’
Thenimmediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he did not give glory
to God. And he was eaten by worms and
died” (Acts 12:20-23).

Josephus offers additiond detailsin his
independent account of Herod Agrippa’s
degath: “On the second day of which shows

he put on agarment made wholly of silver,
and of acontexture truly wonderful, and
cameinto the theatre early in the morning;
at which timethe silver of hisgarment
being illuminated by the fresh reflection of
the sun’srays upon it, shone out after asur-
prising manner . . . and presently hisflatter-
erscried out . . . ‘Bethou merciful to us; for
athough we have hitherto reverenced thee
only asaman, yet shal we henceforth own
thee as superior to mortal nature. Upon this
the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject
their impiousflattery . . . A severepain aso
aroeinhisbely . . . And when he had been
quiteworn by the painin hisbelly for five
days, he departed thislife. . ” (Antiquities
of the Jews, X1X, viii, 2).

The two accounts, the Bible and Jose-
phus, in this complement each other. Jose-
phus does not mention the origin of the
stomach pain, but the Bible mentionsit
was because of “worms” Luke, the physi-
cian, used the Greek word skolekobrotos
in referenceto Herod Agrippa’s terminal
condition. The word refersto tapeworms
or other intestina worms, which can block
theintestinal tract and cause great pain
and sometimes |ead to desath, aswasthe
case here.

We will continue our survey through the
book of Actsin the next installment. v




The Book of Acts:
The Message Spreads

by Mario Seiglie

Thanks to the
modern tools of
archaeology,
researchers have
found much
cultural, historical
and geographical
background
material that
supports the biblical
account of Paul’s
trips through the
Mediterranean
world.
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nthisissue of The Good News we proceed with

our survey of archaeologica and historical find-

ingsthat verify and illuminate the accounts
recorded in the Bible. In our |ast issue we surveyed
thefirst 12 chapters of Acts, in which thefocusis
on the exploits of the original apostles.

We pick up the story asthe emphasis shiftsto
the travels of the gpostle Paul. How accurate are
these accounts? Thanks to the modern tool s of
archaeol ogy, researchers have found much cultura,
historical and geographical background material
that supportsthe biblical account of Paul’strips
through the M editerranean world.

Sergius Paulus, governor of Cyprus

“So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they [the
aposties Paul and Barnabas] went down to Seleu-
cia, and from therethey sailed to Cyprus. . . Now
when they had gone through the island to Paphos,
they found a certain sorcerer, afase prophet, a JJew
whose name was Bar-Jesus, who was with the pro-
consul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man” (Acts
13:4-7, emphasis added throughout).

From Antioch Paul and Barnabasfirst went to
Cyprus, Barnabas's hirthplace (Acts 4:36). Histori-
ans have confirmed several background details
about this account. For example, the Roman orator
Cicero mentionsin one of his books that Paphos
was indeed the Roman headquarters of Cyprus
during Roman rule (Ad Familiares, X111.48).

Also, Lukeiscorrect in mentioning that Cyprus
was governed by aproconsul when Paul and Bar-
nabas visited theidand. BeforeA.D. 22 Cyprus
had been administered by adirect representative
of theemperor, called apropraetor. But after 22 the
idand’srule wasturned over to the Roman senate,
whose representatives were called proconsuls.
“Annexed by the Romansin 55 B.C.," notes The
Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, “ Cyprus
became asenatoria provincein 22 B.C., witha
governor bearing thetitle of proconsul, as Acts
13:7 correctly names Sergius Paulus, who received
Barnabas and Paul” (1962, Val. 3, p. 648).
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The Expositor’s Bible Commentary adds: “ That
L uke distinguishes correctly between senatoria
and imperia provinces and has the former gov-
erned by aproconsul on behaf of the senate and
the latter governed by a propraetor representing
the emperor says much for his accuracy, for the
status of provinces changed with thetimes’
(Richard Longenecker, Vol. 9, 1981, noteson
Acts18:12-13, p. 485).

Archeeologists have a so found evidence indi-
cating Sergius Paulus wasindeed a Roman gover-
nor of Cyprus. In 1877 an inscription was uncov-
ered ashort distance north of Paphos bearing
Sergius Paulus's name and title of proconsul.

In addition, in 1887 hisname wasfound on a
memorial stonein Rome. “On aboundary stone
of [Emperor] Claudius, his name [Sergius Paulus]
isfound among others, as having been appointed
(A.D. 47) oneof the curators of the banks and the
channel of theriver Tiber. After serving histhree
years as proconsul a Cyprus, he returned to
Rome, where he held the office referred to”
(“Sergius Paulus,” Easton’s Bible Dictionary,
Bible Explorer software).

Itisalso true that in those days proconsuls used
seersfor advice. “ These were intensely supersti-
tioustimes,” writes William Barclay, “and most
great men, even an intelligent man like Sergius
Paulus, kept private wizards, fortunetellerswho
dedlt in magic and spells’ (Daily Sudy Bible,
1975, Bible Explorer software).

To the Unknown God in Athens

From Cyprus Paul eventualy made hisway
toAthens, the capita of Greek philosophy. “Now
while Paul waited for them at Athens, hisspirit was
provoked within him when he saw that the city was
given over toidals. . . Then Paul stood in the midst
of theAreopagusand said, ‘Men of Athens, | per-
celvethat indl thingsyou are very rdligious; for
as| was passing through and considering the objects
of your worship, | even found an altar withthis
inscription: To THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the
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The apostle Paul, struck by the rampant idolatry of the Athenians, confronted
them on Mars Hill. Nearby stood the Parthenon, above, dedicated to the god-
dess Athena, and a much smaller temple built to honor the goddess Nike.

Onewhom you worship without knowing,
Him | proclaimtoyou” (Acts17:16, 22-23).

Why was Paul so incensed with the
idolsin Athens? | sthis an accurate descrip-
tion of the place? A.T. Robertson notes:
“Pliny [the Roman writer] statesthat in
thetime of Nero[A.D. 54-68], Athens had
over 30,000 public statues besides count-
less private onesin the homes. Petronius
[aRoman satirist] sneersthat it was easier
tofind agod than aman in Athens. Every
gateway or porch had its protecting god”
(Word Pictures of the New Testament,
notesonActs 17:16).

What about the dtar “to the unknown
god”? Has there been any confirmation
that such dtars existed? Archaeologist
John McRay mentions:. “Pausanias [the
Greek historian], who visited Athens
between 143 and 159 A.D. saw such dtars.
In describing histrip from the harbor to
Athenshewrote: ‘ The Temple of Athene
Skirasisalso here, and one of Zeusfurther
off, and dtars of the‘Unknown gods . . .
Apollonius of Tyana, who died inA.D. 98,
spoke of Athens asthe place ‘where dtars
areset up in honor even of unknown gods
... (Archaeology & the New Testament,
1991, p. 304).

In 1909 an archaeologica expedition
uncovered an altar with the inscription
“To unknown gods® in Pergamum, a
Roman province. McRay comments that
theidolatry in Athens was so widespread
that Athenians built altars to unknown

gods so they would leave no one out.

“The adherents of ancient polytheistic
religions,” he says, “ characterized asthey
were by superstitious ignorance, may have
smply erected atarsto unknown gods ‘ so
that no deity might be offended by human
neglect’” (ibid.).

Jews expelled from Rome

From Athens Paul traveled a short way
to another Greek city, Corinth. “After these
things Paul departed from Athens and went
to Corinth. And he found a certain Jew
named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had
recently come from Italy with hiswife
Priscilla (because Claudius had com-
manded all the Jewsto depart from Rome),
and he cameto them” (Acts 18:2).

Were Jews expelled from Rome during
thereign of Emperor Claudius? The
Roman historian Suetonius records such
anorder: “Asthe Jawswereindulging in
congtant riots at the ingtigation of Chrestus,
he banished them from Rome” (Life of
Claudius, 25.4). It isestimated some
20,000 Jews eventudly were expelled,
among them Aquilaand Priscilla

Itisworthwhileto note thisexpulsion
decreeisakey datefor fixing Pauline
chronology. “ One example of how archae-
ology has contributed to establishing a
Pauline chronology,” writes Professor
McRay, “isthat now we can set the
approximate beginning of Paul’swork in
Corinth on his second journey. Thekey is

found in Acts 18:2 where we learn that
when Paul arrived in Corinth he found
Priscillaand Aquila, who had lately come
from Italy, having been banished from
Romein agenerd expulsion of Jews under
Claudius, who reigned from 41-54. This
event isreferred to by Suetonius and others
and can bedatedto A.D. 49" (McRay,

pp. 225-226).

Who wasthis Chrestus who was
responsible for the Jewish riots? The sub-
ject has been intensely debated. Since
the name Chrestus and Christus are pro-
nounced dike, itislikely that it had to do
with the dissension in the Jewish commu-
nity over the newly established Chrigtianity
and theteachings of Christ.

F.F. Bruce mentionsthat Chrestus could
have smply been a Jewish troublemaker,
but headds: “Itismorelikely that [ Sueto-
nius] had the Founder of Chrigtianity in
mind, but that, writing some seventy years
after the event and not being particularly
interested in Chrigtian origins, he consulted
some record of the riots and imagined
wrongly that Chrestus, who was men-
tioned asthe leader of one of the parties
concerned, was actudly in Rome at the
time, taking aprominent part in the strife.
In fact, what we havein this statement of
Suetoniusisthe dissension and disorder in
the Jewish community at Rome resulting
from the introduction of Christianity into
one or more of the synagogues of the city”
(The International Commentary of the




The Roman emperor Claudius
expelled all Jews from Rome. This
action is recorded in Acts 18:2.

New Testament, 1974, p. 368, “Acts’).

Later Aquilaand Priscillawereto
become instrumental in Paul’s ministry.
They gave him ajobin Corinth (Acts 18:3)
and traveled with him to Ephesus (verse
19). They then served as hostsfor achurch
group in their home and sent their greet-
ingsto their Corinthian friendsin one of
Paul’sletters (1 Corinthians 16:19). Some-
time after Claudius sdeathin 54, they
returned to Rome and wereincluded in
Paul’s greetings to the church members
there (Romans 16:3).

Gallio, proconsul of Corinth

During Paul’slong stay in Corinth his
preaching eventually led to conflict with
the Jewsthere. “And he continued there a
year and six months, teaching theword of
God among them. When Gallio was pro-
consul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord
rose up against Paul and brought himto the
judgment seat” (Acts 18:11-12).

Here L uke mentions another Roman
governor of thetime. Has any evidence
been found to corroborate the existence
of Galio?

It turns out Gallio was prominent in
Roman history. He was the brother of
the great Stoic writer Seneca, who was
o i
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Emperor Nero'stutor. Galio came froman
illustrious family in Spain that eventually
moved to Rome. Hisred namewasMar-
cusAnnaeus Novatus, but he was adopted
by the orator Lucius Junius Gallio and
afterwards bore his adoptive father's last
name. His brother Seneca, who mentions
himin hiswritings, said, “No mortal is

S0 pleasant to any one person as Gallio
isto everybody.”

Itisstriking that Luke aso describes
Gallio's stable and affable personality.
After Paul’s persecutors trumped up
charges againgt Paul, Gallio quickly saw
through their liesand dismissed the false
accusations. To prevent such incidents
from occurring again, he had the Jewish
leaders punished for filing false charges
(Acts18:14-17). Thisset alegal precedent
throughout the Roman Empire concerning
Paul’s mission and the Christian religion.

“If Gallio had accepted the Jewish
charge,” adds The Expositor’s Bible Com+
mentary, “and found Paul guilty of the
aleged offense, provincia governors
everywhere would have had a precedent,
and Paul’s ministry would have been
severely restricted. Asit was, Gallio's
refusal to act in the matter was tantamount
to the recognition of Chrigtianity asareli-
giolicita[an authorized religion]; and the
decision of so eminent aRoman proconsul
would carry weight wherever theissue
arose again and give pause to those who
might want to oppose the Christian move-
ment . . . For the coming decade or so, the
Christian message could be proclaimed in
the provinces of the empire without fear
of coming into conflict with Roman law,
thanks largely to Gallio’s decision” (Lon-
genecker, p. 486, noteson Acts 18:14-16).

It isremarkable that archaeological evi-
dence has aso been found confirming Gal-
liowasthe proconsul of Achaia, just as
L uke had recorded.

“At Delphi,” writes Professor McRay,
“archaeol ogists found a stone which prob-
ably was once attached to the outer wall of
the Temple of Apallo. Inscribed initisa
copy of aletter from Claudiusto the city
of Delphi, naming Gallio asthefriend
of Claudius and proconsul of Achaia”
(McRay, p. 226).

What happened to Gallio after his
encounter with Paul ? Regrettably, after
Claudiusdied in 54, Nero becamethe
emperor. For awhile Nero governed
wisely under the tutorship of Gallio’s
brother Seneca. But five yearslater Nero
did an about-face and gave himself to his
passions and lusts. He expelled his mentor
from hissight. His debauchery eventualy
caused Nero to becomeinsane, and soon
Nero wasfedling tormented by Seneca's
and Gallio'sintegrity and presence, so he
had them both executed in 65.

The emperor Nero greatly perse-
cuted early Christians. Paul was
executed during his reign.

F.F. Bruce says about Gallio: “Heleft
Achaiabecause of afever and went ona
cruisefor hishealth (Seneca, Moral Epis-
tles, 14.1) . . . In 65, dong with Senecaand
other membersof hisfamily, hefell victim
to Nero'ssuspicions’ (The International
Commentary of the New Testament, 1974,
p. 374, “Acts’).

Such werethetimesin Rome. During
this same period Nero began his murder-
ousrampage of Christiansin Rome after
he falsely blamed them for having set the
city on fire, which historians generally
blame Nero as having started.

We will continuewith our survey of
Actsinthenext articleinthisseries. Gn
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The Book of Acts:
Paul’s Later Travels

by Mario Seiglie

Luke provides us
with a detailed

and accurate

account of Paul’s
apostolic missions
during the first

decades of the
Church.

nthelast two instalmentsin this serieswe
covered eventsfrom the sart of the Chrigtian
Churchto Paul’sfirt travelsthrough the
Mediterranean world. In thisarticle we conclude
our discussion of the book of Actsby covering
Paul’stripsto Ephesus, Jerusdem and Rome.

The Ephesian scripts

After visting Corinth Paul began hisreturn jour-
ney to Jerusalem by way of Ephesus, an important
city of AsaMinor.

“And it happened, whileApolloswasa Corinth,
that Paull, having passed through the upper regions,
cameto Ephesus. . . And many who had believed
came confessing and telling their deeds. Also, many
of thosewho had practiced magic brought their
bookstogether and burned themin the sight of dl.
And they counted up thevaue of them, and it totaled
fifty thousand pieces of silver. So theword of the
Lord grew mightily and prevailed” (Acts19:1, 18-20,
emphasis added throughot).

The Greek word used herefor “books” ishiblos.

The temple of Diana in Ephesus was one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world. Paul’s preaching brought
him into conflict with those who made a living from activ-
ities associated with idolatrous worship of the goddess.

Theword origi-
naly referred to
“theinner part . ..
of the stem of the
papyrus [plant]”
and later “cameto
denote the paper
madefromthis
bark in Egypt, and
thenawritten
‘book; rall, or vol-
ume’ (W.E. Vine,
\ine's Complete
Expository Dictio-

nary of Old and
New Testament
Words, 1985,
“Book™).
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Sincethe 1870s
archaeol ogists have madeintensive effortsto find
ancient papyrus scrolls, especidly in Egypt, where

the desert climate can preserve such fragile tressures.
They have redlized remarkable success, finding
scrollsdating back to New Testament times. Among
the papyrus scrolls discovered are some containing
thewording of magical spells, these scrollswere
used asamulets (charms).

“A number of such magica scrolls have survived
toour day,” notesFF. Bruce.  There are especialy
famous examplesin the London, Parisand Leyden
collections. The specia connection of Ephesuswith
magicisreflected inthe use of theterm * Ephesian
scripts’ for such magica scrolls. The spellswhich
they contain are the merest gibberish, arigmarole of
wordsand names cons dered to be unusudly potent,
arranged sometimesin patternswhich were part of
the essence of the spell, but they fetched high prices
... Theclosest pardld to the Ephesian exorcists
misuse of the name of Jesus appearsin the Paris
magica papyrus, No. 574, where wefind an adjura:
tion beginning on line 3018, ‘I adjurethee by Jesus
the God of the Hebrews ” (The New International
Commentary of the New Testament: The Book of
Acts, 1974, pp. 390-391).

Thevaue of such scrollsthat were destroyed is
giveninthe Bibleas“fifty thousand pieces of silver”
(Acts19:19), asum scholars say would be worth
around $48,000 in modern currency.

One of the seven wonders
of the ancient world

Paul’s preaching in Ephesus caused many to turn
away fromtheir idolsand pagan practices. Thisled
to an uprising among the craftsmen who meade their
living making statuettes of the goddess Dianaand
her temple.

“And about thet time there arose agrest commo-
tion about the Way. For acertain man named Deme-
trius, aslversmith, who meade silver shrines of
Diana, brought no smdl profit to the craftsmen.

He called them together with theworkers of smilar
occupation, and said, ‘Men, you know that we have
our prosperity by thistrade. Moreover you seeand

hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout most
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Elaborate statues of Diana graced tem-
ples dedicated to her worship in many
areas of the Roman Empire. Such statues
typically depict her with multiple breasts
or eggs, emphasizing her attributes as
the primary fertility goddess. The coin

at right depicts her statue in a temple.

al Asia, thisPaul has persuaded and turned
avay many people, saying that they are not
godswhich are made with hands.

“Sonot only isthistrade of oursin danger
of flinginto disrepute, but dso thetemple
of the great goddess Dianamay be despised
and her magnificence destroyed, whom dll
Adaand theworld worship. Now when they
heard this, they werefull of wrath and cried
out, saying, ‘ Greet is Dianaof the Ephesians!
So thewhole city wasfilled with confusion,
and rushed into the theater with one accord,
having seized Gaiusand Aristarchus, Paul’s
travel companions’ (Acts 19:23-29).

Thetemple of Diana, one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world, wasfour times
the size of the Parthenonin Athens, Greece.
Itsruinswere brought to light by the British

archaeologist John T. Wood in 1869. Later
hefound, in remarkably good condition, the
huge theater mentioned in Acts 19:29, which
could sest more than 24,000 people.

William Barclay comments about the
temple of Diana: “It was 425 feet long by
220 feet wide by 60 feet high. Therewere
127 pillars, eech the gift of aking. They
weredl of glittering marbleand 36 were
marveloudy gilt andinlaid. The grest dtar
had been carved by Praxiteles, the greatest of
al Gresk sculptors. Theimage of Dianawas
not beautiful. It wasablack, squat, many-
breasted figure, signifying fertility; it was
50 old that no oneknew whereit had come
from or even of what materid it was made.
The story wasthat it had
falen from heaven” (Daily
Sudy Bible, 1975, comment
onActs19:1-7).

Another referencework
adds “ Thousands of pil-
grimsand tourigscametoiit
from far and near; around it
swarmed dl sortsof trades:
men and hucksterswho madetheir living by
supplying visitorswith food and lodging,
dedicatory offerings, and souvenirs. The
Temple of Artemis[Diang) wasaso amgjor
treasury and bank of theancient world,
where merchants, kings, and even cities
made deposits, and where their money could
be kept safe under the protection of deity”
(Richard Longenecker, The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, Vol. 9, 1981, p. 503).

Itisnot surprising that alucrative trade
of small satuesof Dianaand her temple
existed in Ephesus. Commenting on verses
24and 27, A.T. Robertson explains: “ These
smal models of thetemplewith the statue
of Artemis[Diand] insidewould be set up
inthe houses or evenworn asamulets. . .
Templesof Artemis[Diana] have been
foundin Spain and Gaul [France]” (Online
Bible software, 1995, Word Pictures of the
New Testament).

Throughout Europe archaeol ogists have
found many statues of the many-breasted
goddess Diana (or Artemis, asshewascalled
by the Romans). In 1956 animpressive
datue of Dianawas discovered in Ephesus,
it stands prominently in the museum there.

Into this scene of popular paganism
entered the apostie Paul. Demetrius had

ST iy, T ket g 81

accused him of teaching thet “man-made
godsarenogodsa al” (Acts19:26, New
International Verson). In other words, Paul
had fearlesdy taught keeping the Second
Commandment and avoiding worship of
religiousimages. Thanksto the help of
friendly government officialsin Ephesus,
Paul was protected and the crowd was
findly dispersed.

Itisabitironicthat, athough the cult
of the goddess Dianagradualy died down,
another cult eventually replaced her in Eph-
esus. “Chridtianity,” sayshistorian Marina
Warner, “fastened on her [Diana] and added
such typica feminine Chrigtian virtuesas
modesty and shameto her persondity . . ”
(Aloneof All Her Sex, 1976, p. 47). Diana,
continues\Warner, “ was associated with the
moon. . . astheVirgin Mary isidentified
with themoon and the stars influenceas
well aswith the forces of fertility and
generdtion” (p. 224).

At the Council of EphesusinA.D. 431
the veneration of Mary became an official
element of the Roman church. Warner says
about Diana “Memoariesof her emblem, the
girdle, survived inthecity [Ephesus| where
theVirgin Mary was proclaimed Theotokos
[Mother of God], three hundred and fifty
yearsafter the slversmiths, who lived by
making statuettes of Diana, rebelled against
the preaching of Paul and shouted, ‘ Gregt is
Dianaof the Ephesans (Acts 19:23-40).
There could be, therefore, achain of descent
from. .. Dianato theVirgin, for onetradi-
tion aso holdsthat Mary was assumed into
heaven from Ephesus. . ” (ibid., p. 280).

Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem

From Ephesus Paul hurried to Jeru-
sdem to stay there “if possible, on the
Day of Pentecost” (Acts 20:16). When he
arrived he soon went to the temple to wor-
ship and fulfill avow aong with four other
Jewish Chrigtians.

“Now when the seven dayswereamost
ended, the Jewsfrom Asia, seeing himinthe
temple, tirred up thewhole crowvd and lad
handson him, crying out, ‘Menof |srad,
help! Thisisthe man who teachesal men
everywhere againg the people, the law, and
thisplace; and furthermore he dso brought
Greeksinto the temple and has defiled this
holy place’ (For they had previoudy seen

19

= il Y ;
~ January/February 2001
ey =y

iy e

......

. T, SR




il L

This Greek inscription from the temple in Jerusalem warns that only Israelites are
allowed to pass this point and enter the inner courts of the temple.

Trophimusthe Ephesian with himinthe
city, whom they had supposed that Paul had
brought into thetemple)” (Acts21:27-29).

Paul was arrested on afa se charge of
having taken agentile (anon-lsradlite) ingde
thetemple. Next to each temple entrance
was an inscription warning everyone thet
only Isragliteswere permitted to enter.

Bruce explains. “ That no Gentile might
unwittingly enter into the forbidden aress,
noticesin Greek and Latin werefixed to the
barrier a the foot of the stepsleading upto
theinner precincts, warning them that desth
wasthe pendlty for further ingress. Two of
these natices (both in Greek) have been
found—onein 1871 and onein 1935—the
text of which runs. ‘No foreigner may enter
within the barricade which surroundsthe
templeand enclosure. Anyonewho is caught
doing sowill have himself to blamefor his
ensuing deeth” (The New International
Commentary of the New Testament: The
Book of Acts, 1974, p. 434).

Paul’s journey to Rome

After Paul’sarrest in Jerusdem, the
Roman authorities discovered aplot to kill
him and hurriedly sent him to nearby Cae-
sarea, the Roman capitd of Judea. Sincehe
wasaRoman citizen, arare and prestigious
designation in those days, he was entitled
tofull military protection. In Caesareahe
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submitted to severa preliminary hearings
that left him unsatisfied, so he exercised his
right asaRoman to apped hiscasetothe
emperor in Rome.

Thevoyageto Rome, onacargo ship,
was harrowing. Luke accompanied Paul
onthetrip. Hisnarrativeisamasterpiece
of accuracy downtotiniest details. “Luke's
account of Paul’svoyageto Rome,” explains
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, “ stands
out asone of themogt vivid pieces of
descriptivewriting inthewhole Bible. Its
detailsregarding first-century seamanship
areso preciseand its portraya of conditions
on the eastern Mediterranean so accurate . . .
that even themost skeptica have conceded
that it probably restson ajournd of
some such voyage as L uke describes’
(Longenecker, p. 556).

Theremains of severd shipssimilar to
the one described by L uke have been found
on the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea.
They corroborate the precision of Luke's
account. “ These grain shipswere not small,”
notesBarclay. “ They could beaslarge as
140 feet long and 36 feet wide. Butina
storm they had certain grave disadvantages.
They werethe same at the bow asa the
dtern, except that the stern was swept up like
agoose'sneck. They had no rudder likea
modern ship, but were steered with two great
paddles coming out from the tern on eech

e

side. They were, therefore, hard to manage.
Further, they had only one mast and on that
mast one greet square sail, made sometimes
of linen and sometimes of titched hides.
With asal likethat they could not sal into
thewind” (Daily Sudy Bible, comment on
Acts27:21).

Onthevoyageto Rome, Paul and his
company were shipwrecked near theidand of
Maltaand barely madeit to the beach without
drowning. Therethey waited several months
until another ship took them to Rome.

The Appian Way

Luke'saccount continues: “And sowe
went toward Rome. And from there, when
the brethren heard about us, they cameto
meet usasfar asAppii Forum and Three
Inns’ (Acts28:14-15).

According to archaeological and literary
evidence, Luke accurately recountsthe way
sationsto enter Rome from thewest, the
shortest route from the nearest segport. “At
Negpolis, Paul and his contingent turned
northwest to travel to RomeontheViaAppia
—theoldest, sraghtest, and most perfectly
made of dl the Roman roads, named after the
censor Appius Claudiuswho started its con-
gructionin 312 B.C. During the seven-day
stopover a Puteoli, news of Paul’sarrivd in
Italy reached Rome. So anumber of Chris-
tiansthere st out to meet him and escort him
back to Rome. Some of them got asfar asthe
Forum of Appius (Appii Forum), one of the
‘halting sations’ built every tento fifteen
milesaong the entirelength of the Roman
road system. . . Othersonly got asfar asthe
Three Tavernsnn, another halting Sation
about thirty-three milesfrom Rome” (ibid.,
comment onActs 28:15).

Lukethus providesuswith adetailed
and accurate account of Paul’sapostolic mis-
sonsduring thefirst decades of the Church.
The book of Actsendswith Paul waiting for
his caseto be heard by the emperor. From
later historianswe learn that he was set free
and continued hisgpostalic journeysfor sev-
erd yearsuntil hewasagain arrested, impris-
oned and ultimately beheaded in Rome.

Wewill continuethis serieswith alook
at archaeologica evidencethat illuminates
details of some of Paul’smany lettersto
congregationsand members of the early
Church. an
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How accurate are
the epistles from an
archaeological and
historical point of
view? We can be
thankful that
much background
information is
available about
these writings that
confirms their
authenticity.

Archaeology
and the Epistles

by Mario Seiglie

nthe previousthreeinstallments of this series

we covered events described in the book of

Acts. We now turn our attention to the gpostolic

writings, better known asthe epistles, addressed
to spexific individuals or congregations or larger
groups of people.

How accurate are the epistles from an archaeo-
logical and historical point of view?\We can be
thankful that much background informationis
available about these writingsthat confirmstheir
authenticity.

The apostolic letters

One of thefirst questionsthat comesto mind
when examining the epistlesis how they compare
with the style and composition of other writings of
thesameera

In the 20th century archaeol ogists discovered
many private |letters dating from the aposiles time
that show the prevailing style of writing and corre-
spondence. Written on papyrus, they corroborate
that the gpostles

empire, well before he set foot there. Little did he know
he would die in Rome several years later. Palatine Hill
and the Roman Forum, ruins of which are shown here,

were the heart of the city.

lettersare written
in the style com-
mon in those days.
Scholar William
Barclay notes
about Paul’swrit-
ings. “Itisagreat
pity that Paul’s
|etters were ever
called epidtles.
They areinthe
mogt literal sense
letters. One of the
great lights shed
ontheinterpreta:
tion of the New
Testament has
been the discovery
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and the publica:
tion of papyri. Inthe ancient world, papyruswasthe
substance on which most documents were written

gy

... The sands of the Egyptian desert wereidedl for
their preservation, for papyrus, athough very brit-
tle, will last for ever so long as moisture does not
getatit.

“Asaresult, from the Egyptian rubbish hegps,
archaeol ogists have rescued hundreds of docu-
ments, marriage contracts, lega agreements, gov-
ernment forms, and, most interesting of al, private
letters. When we read these private | etters we find
that there was a pattern to which nearly al con-
formed; and we find that Paul’s | etters reproduce
exactly that pattern” (Daily Study Bible, Bible
Explorer software, noteson Romans 1:1, emphasis
added throughout).

So far some 15,000 papyrus documents have
been documented that date from 2700 B.C. to New
Testament times and well beyond. From the bibli-
cal point of view the most important papyrus
scrollsinclude:

* The 87 papyri containing parts of the Greek
New Testament.

* The Dead Sea Scralls, discovered some 50
years ago, which include books and commentaries
about the Old Testament.

* The Septuagint version of the Old Testament (a
Greek trandation of the Hebrew Scripturesthat was
in common usein thetime of the apostles).

The New Testament papyrus scrolls date from the
latefirgt to the seventh century and vary in szefrom
scraps containing afew wordsto amost complete
books of aGospd, Actsor the Pauline epistles.

Grant Jeffrey comparesthe number of biblica
writings discovered to other worksfound: “Modern
scholars now possess more than five thousand manu-
script copies of portions of the New Testament inthe
Greek language. In addition, there are an additional
fifteen thousand manuscriptsin other languages from
thefirst few centuries of thisera. No other important
text, whether hitorica or religious, hasmorethan
afew dozen copiesthat have survived until our
generation” (The Sgnature of God, 1996, p. 83).

From the private |l etters of the gpostles time
wefind thelr introduction typically included the




identity of the aLtthor, the name of therecip-
ient, aprayer for the recipient and agreet-
ing. The conclusion of such lettersreflects
the apostles’ similar style of identifying the
recipients, offering thanks and ending with
ablessing.

“The power of the Epistles,” says The
Bible Through the Ages, “ especidly those
of Paul, lay partly intheir adherencetoa
structure recognized by educated people
throughout the Greek-speaking world”
(1996, p. 148).

Let'sseeafew specific examples of how
these|ettersfit into the context of those days.

Paul’s letter to the Romans

Throughout his|etter to the Romanswe
see Paul urging gentile and Jewish Chris-
tiansin Rome to reconcile their differ-
ences. What historical event could have
led to disunity that would prompt thiskind
of admonition?

Paul mentionsin this|etter that he would
send it from one of the ports of Corinth,
called Cenchreg, by way of amember
named Phoebe (Romans 16:1).

In hisfirg vigt to Corinth afew yearsear-
lier, Paul had met the married couple Pris-
cillaand Aquila, converted Jewswho hed
been among those expelled from Rome. We
read inActs 18:2 that the Jews at Rome had
been exiled by Emperor Claudiusaround
49B.C. After Claudiusdied, Priscillaand
Aquilareturned to Rome (Romans 16:3).

The content of the epistle to the Romans
reflectsthe new Situation of the return of the
Jewish Chrigtiansto the Roman church and
the need for the gentile Christians again to
accept their leadership.

Another indication of the authenticity
of the epistleisthe mention by Paul of 26
peoplein Romans 16. Scholars note these
names were quite common during that
period. Surprisingly, 13 of them have been
found in inscriptions or documents con-
nected with the emperor’s palacein Rome.

William Barclay notesthet, “ athough
many are common names, thisfact [their
relaionship with Caesar'spalace] is
nonetheless suggestive. In Philippians 4:22,
Paul spesks of the saints of Caesar’s house-
hold. It may be that they werefor the most
part daves, but it istill important that
Chrigtianity seemsto have penetrated early
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into theimperia palace’ (Daily Sudy
Bible, comments on Romans 16:5-11,
Bible Explorer software).

Thusthis mention of Roman, Greek and
Hebrew names common in those daysand
the historical evi-

rapher, much of thewedlthand vicein
Corinth centered around the temple of
Aphrodite and itsthousand temple prosti-
tutes. For this reason a proverb warned,
‘Not for every manisthe voyageto

dence of aChrigtian
presenceevenin
Caesar’'s household
give credenceto
what Paul writesin
Romans.

The letters to the
Corinthians

Paul’stwo epis-
tlesto the Corinthi-
ansdsofit well
with archaeologists
discoveries about
Corinth and what
welearn from classi-
cd Grgek literature.  p,

UnlikePaul's
|ettersto peoplein

‘continued there [in Corinth] a year and six months,” accord-
ing to Acts 18:11. He later wrote two epistles to Church members in
that Greek city, some of the ruins of which are clearly visible today.

other aress, in both
of thelettersto Corinth hereferstosins
involving sexud immordlity.

Paul mentionsin 1 Corinthians 5:1-2 that the
brethren were openly tolerating amember
involved inasexud relaionshipwith his
stepmother. Paul ingtructsthe membersthere
to put that person out of the church until he
repents and then warns them not to become
corrupted by thisbad example or alow
themsdlvesto returnto their former sins.

He admonishes: “ Do you not know that
the unrighteouswill not inherit the king-
dom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortionerswill inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some
of you” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

Of dl the Greek cities, Corinth wasthe
onemost known for sexual immorality.
“The ancient city had areputation for vul-
gar materidism,” notes The Bible Knowl-
edge Commentary. “In the earliest Greek
literatureit was linked with wedth and
immorality. When Plato referred to a prosti-
tute, he used the expression ‘ Corinthian
girl. According to Strabo, the Greek geog-

Corinth!’” (Logos Library System soft-
ware, 1985, introduction to 1 Corinthians).

Archaeologists have uncovered the
remains of thetemple of Aphrodite, the god-
dessof love, and other temples dedicated to
fertility cultsthat contributed to the city’s
rampant immoraity. They have dso found
ruins of the marketplace that indicate that
winewasapopular product. “Around the
market were agood many shops, numbers
of which had individua wells, suggesting
that much wine was made and drunk in the
city. [Paul warned] in 1 Cor[inthiang] 6:10
that drunkardswill not ‘inherit’ the kingdom
of God” (Harold Mare, The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, 1979, p. 177).

Theincident of sexua immordity inthe
Corinthian church appearsto have apostive
ending. After the membersthere repented of
their mord laxity, they obeyed Paul and put
theguilty party out of the congregation. But
in2 Corinthians2:3-11 Paul tellsthem he
heard of the Snner’srepentance and urged
them to forgive and restore him asamember.

Paul’s other epistles and those the other
apostleswrote al reflect the aspects of
everyday lifein the Greco-Roman world
of that age. Although critical scholars




have focussed intensely on the apostolic
epistlesto try to find any discrepancy or
anachronism, none has been forthcoming.

The epistle of James

Of al the epistles, James' isthe most
practica and picturesque. The Bible
Knowledge Commentary calsit “aliterary
masterpiece. . . that combinesthe rhyth-
mic beauty of Greek with the stern inten-
sity of Hebrew” and saysthat, “in fact, the
Book of James probably has more figures
of speech, analogies, and imagery from
naturethan al Paul’s epistles together”
(Logos Library System software, 1985,
introduction to James).

How could Jesus’ half brother (Matthew
13:55) have devel oped such apolished lit-
erary style? One commentary says about
him: “ The author had been from fifteen to
twenty years amember, and for anumber
of years, the official head, of the Jerusalem
Church, which very early inits history had
more Helleniststhan Hebrewsin its mem-
bership. In daily contact with such Hel-
lenists, James could, in the course of the
years, have atained to considerable profi-
ciency the use of the Greek tongue” (The
New International Commentary of the New
Testament: James, 1974, p. 19).

Another evidence of the authenticity of
theletter isthe mention of Christianstill
meeting in Synagogues. James writes of dif-
ferent classes of people coming “into your
assambly” (James 2:2). The Greek word
trandated “assembly” hereis sunagoge,
an assembly of people. It was natural for
James, asleader of the churchin Jerusalem,
to refer to the meeting placeswhere Chris-
tians gathered as synagogues, since the
term did not have the negative connotation
it later took among anti-Jewish groups.

“Thereisevidencethat early Jewish
Chrigtians sometimes met in synagogues,”
saysarchaeologist John McRay. “ The New
Testament letter of Jamesrefersto Chris-
tians (undoubtedly Jewish) meetingina
synagogue (2:2), but bear in mind that at
thistime Jews probably met most oftenin
homes and rented halls’ (Archaeology and
the New Testament, 1997, p. 72).

Peter’s epistles
Peter’ swriting style and the background

« Fag
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of histwo epistlesaso conformto the
norm for those times. The Expositor’sBible
Commentary states, “ First Peter isan epis-
tle or letter writtenin the normal letter form
of the [New Testament] world” (Edwin
Blum, 1981, p. 213).

But how could Peter, a Gdilean fisher-
man, writein the fine Greek style of these
epistles?

“The pardlels between thisfirst | etter
and Peter’ssermonsrecorded inActsare
sgnificant,” answers The Bible Knowledge
Commentary. “ Peter’s public ministry
spanned morethan 30 years. . . Helived
and preached inamulticultural world.
Itisreasonableto believe that after three
decades Peter could have mastered the lan-
guage of themajority of thoseto whom he
ministered. Certainly Peter had thetime
and talent to become an outstanding com-
municator of the gospel viathe Greek lan-
guage’ (LogosLibrary System software,
introductionto 1 Peter).

Peter ends hisfirst epistle with arefer-
enceto hislocation: “ Shewhoisin Baby-
lon, elect together with you, greetsyou; and
s0 doesMark my son” (1 Peter 5:13).

Some commentators regard the men-
tion of Babylon asacryptic way of refer-
ring to Rome, but the historical evidence
shows that the actual city of Babylon
had athriving Jewish community during
those days.

The Scripturesindicate most of Peter's
mission dealt not with gentiles but with
Jews. Paul mentioned that “the gospel for
the uncircumcised [gentiles] had been com-
mitted to me, asthe gospel for the circum-
cised [Jews] wasto Peter” (Galatians 2:7).

“Many have wondered,” writes historian
William McBirnie, “if this[referenceto
Babylon] did not mean Rome, which was
frequently called ‘Babylon' by the early
Chrigtians. Theactual city of Babylon,
however, till was of importance. It was
agrest center of Jewish colonistsand was
apowerful center when Peter ministered
therefor atime. The Eastern churchestrace
their lineage to Babylon, and henceto
Peter, to thisday” (The Search for the
Twelve Apostles, 1973, p. 57).

John's writings
John's Gospel and epistleshave an
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unusua style and are among the most
respected by scholars.

“No two worksin the whole range of
literature,” wrote Sir William Ramsay,
“show clearer signs of the genius of one
writer, and no other pair of worksare so
completely in aclass by themselves, apart
from the work of their own and every
other time” (Alexander Ross, The New
International Commentary of the New Tes-
tament: The Epistles of James and John,
1974, p. 110).

John penned his epistles toward the end
of the New Testament period. They reflect
thelater struggles of the remaining apostles
against gnogtic groups and other opponents
of God'slaw (antinomians) who were
influencing Church members and seducing
many away from the truth. Archaeology
has helped us better understand some of
theissuesthat John faced.

“The extensive Gnostic library that
wasfound at Nag Hammadi in Egypt in
1945, states John McRay, “has provided
uswith new information regarding heresy
in the early church and about the nature
of the canon of the New Testament at this
time’ (p. 18).

Thanksto the discovery of materid
documenting some of the gnogtic beliefs,
theissues John mentioned have been
confirmed to be historical.

Conclusion

Thisconcludesthebrief overview of
what archaeology and history tell us about
the apostolic episties.

Grant Jeffrey sums up the historical find-
ings. “ The tremendous advancesin histori-
cal research and hiblical archaeology inthe
last century have convinced most scholars
in the last two decades that the Gospels
and Epistleswere written within thirty-five
yearsor less of the eventswhich they
describe. . . Inan articlefor Chritianity
Today, Jan. 18, 1963, W.F. Albright [the so-
called dean of modern archaeology] wrote:
‘In my opinion, every book of the New
Testament was written by a baptized Jew
between the fortiesand eighties of thefirst
century A.D."” (pp. 86-87).

Inthe next ingtalment we will conclude
thisarchaeological survey by covering the
last book of the Bible, Revelation. Gv




The Book of Revelation:
History and Prophecy

by Mario Seiglie

Many people view
Revelation, some-
times called the
Apocalypse, as a
mysterious book of
strange symbols
and images. Yet it
has a clear and
definite historical
background.

nour long-running series“ The Bible and Archee-
ology,” we have gone through the Scripturesfrom
Genesisthrough the Epistlesreviewing many of

the surprising archaeol ogica findsthat confirmand
illuminatethe biblica record. We concludethe series
with alook a archaeological and historica evidence
relating to thelast book of the Bible, Revelation.

Many peopleview Revelaion, sometimescalled
theApocaypse, asamysterious book of srange sym-
bolsand images. Yet it hasaclear and definite histori-
cal background. The gpostle John, who wroteit under
theinspiration of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1), men-
tionswhereit waswritten and that it was addressed
to congregationsin seven citiesinAsaMinor.

How do the descriptions of these places compare
with discoveries about them from history and
archaeology?

Exiled to Patmos

We learn from John that he wrote Revelation
fromtheidand of Patmos (verse 9), inthe Aegean
Sea 40 miles off the coast of AsiaMinor (modern-

Seven cities mentioned in Revelation apparently formed an
ancient postal route connected by Roman roads stretching from

the port city of Ephesus to Laodicea. John received his visions while

exiled on the island of Patmos off the coast of modern-day Turkey.
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day Turkey). Pamosisasmadl idand of only 24
square miles (62 square kilometers), with acoastline
in the shape of ahorseshoe.

Wasit customary in the Roman Empirefor con-
victsto beexiled to anidand? The Roman historian
Tacitus (A.D. 56-120), in hisbook Annals, mentions
the policy of banishing political prisonersto small
idands (Sections 3:68; 4:30; 15:71).

Patmas, arocky, volcanic and sparsely popul ated
ide, was an gppropriate place to send captives.
Banishment was aterrible punishment that often
involved whippings and being bound in chains
before the prisoner was sent off for yearsof hard
labor in rock quarries. At John's advanced ageit
would have been aharrowing ordedl. Yet he men-
tionsit asan honor to participate “in the tribulation
and kingdom and patience of Jesus Chrigt” (verse9).

During thetime of John'sexile, traditionaly
94-96, history records violent persecution against
Chrigtiansunder the reign of the Roman emperor
Domitian (81-96). This despot declared himsdlf a
god and demanded the worship of hissubjects—
with the exception of Jews. Thismeant that oncea
year each head of household had to appear before
authorities, burnincenseto the emperor and declare,
“Caesar islord”” Those who refused were branded
astraitorsand either sentenced to desth or exiled.

Since Chrigtians confessed they had only one
Lord, Jesus Chrigt, they were mercilessy hounded.
John, thelast living apostie of the original 12,
apparently was banished for this reason.

A message to seven churches

While on Patmos, John recelved along and com-
plicated vision from Jesus Christ (verses 1-2, 10-20)
withtheingtructions: “. . . What you see, writeina
book and send it to the seven churcheswhich arein
Asia to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thy-
atira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodiced”
(verse11).

How accurate are the descriptions of these seven
citiesmentioned in the book of Revelaion accord-
ing to archaeology and history? I nterestingly, Jesus
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The port city of Ephesus played a prominent role in
apostolic times and is mentioned in six New Testament
books. Although it was home to a large Christian congre-
gation addressed by the apostle John in the book of Rev-
elation, Ephesus was also a center of idolatrous worship
of the goddess Diana, whose temple (right) was one of
the seven wonders of the ancient world. It also boasted
temples for the worship of several Roman emperors,
including Hadrian (above), Augustus and Domitian.
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used some of the characterigtics of each city
to spiritualy evauate its congregation and
to prophesy the history of His Church up

to His second coming.

The first church: Ephesus

The port city of Ephesuswasashort
voyage from Patmos. Therefore one could
logically send aletter thereand then onto
theremaining six cities Christ mentioned.

Archaeologists have uncovered the
remains of the Roman roadsthat sretched
from Ephesusto Laodicea “Itisno acci-
dent,” notes John McRay, “that theletters
in Revelaion 1-3 arearranged in thissame
sequence. Beginning with Ephesus, theroads
follow ageographic semicircle, extending
northward, turning to the eest, and continuing
southward to L aodi cea—thus connecting the
citieson what must have functioned asan
ancient posta route” (Archaeology and the
New Testament, 1997, p. 242).

The apostle Paul had founded alarge
churchin Ephesus, and now Jesus addressed
the memberstherewith a prophetic message
thet applied to them and was predictive of
the Church'sfuture. Jesus had told John:
“Write the thingswhich you have seen, and
thethingswhich are|[at the present time],
and thethingswhich will take place after this

[inthefuture]” (verse 19, emphasis added
throughout). Hence part of the message of
Revelation would apply to John'stime, and
part would be for future generations.

Chrigt recognizesthe effort of the Ephe-
dan brethren, in spite of many obstacles, to
keep thefaith and carry out the commission
He had given them. “I know your works,
your labor, your patience” Hetold them,
“and that you cannot bear thosewho are
evil” (Reveldion 2:2).

In Ephesuswas much evil to avoid—
within and without the congregation. It was
therethat Paul had warned the “elders of the
church” (Acts20:17): “For | know this, that
after my departure savage wolveswill come
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also
from among yourselves men will rise up,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themsdlves’ (verses 29-30).

Moreover, the Ephesian brethren had to
resist the many temptationstheimmensely
popular pagan temple worship offered them.
Archaeologists have found at Ephesusthe
ruins of one of the seven wondersof the
ancient world, thetemple of Diana, or
Artemis, aso mentioned in the Bible (Acts
19:27). Thousands of priests and priestesses
served thetemple; many of the priestesses
were dedicated to cultic progtitution.

Centuriesearlier Heracleitus, an Ephe-
San philosopher, described the inhabitants
there as“fit only to be drowned[,] and the
reason why [they] could never laugh or
smilewas because [they] lived amidst such
terrible uncleanness” Such wasthe reputa
tion of ancient Ephesus. It would have been
difficult to liveasaChrigtian in the midst
of suchanimmord city.

Knowing this, Chrigt givesthe brethren
the hopethat if they perseverein thefaith
they will receive something that al the
temple worship of Dianacould never give
them—the gift of eternd life. “To him who
overcomes,” He promised, “I will giveto
eat from thetree of life [symbolizing eternd
life], whichisin the midst of the Paradise
of God” (Revelation 2:7).

Smyrna: Center of emperor worship

Thenext city on theancient postd circuit
was Smyrna, about 40 miles north of Eph-
esus. It wasaflourishing city and themain
center of emperor worship.

Jesustellsthe churchiin Smyrna: “Do
not fear any of those thingswhich you are
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about
to throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tested, and you will have
tribulation ten days’ (verse 10).




Thesewords had not only aprophetic
sense but aliterd fulfillment in John'sday
aswell. The brethren in Smyrnaknew they
were specia targets of the persecution under
Domitian, for the city’s history had shown
an unwavering loyalty to Rome. It was
proud that it had been declared a“free city,”
which meant itsresidents had theright to
governtheir own affairs.

“Long before Rome was undisputed
mistressof theworld,” comments William
Barclay, “ Smyrnahad cast initslot with
her, never towaver initsfidelity. Cicero [the
Roman orator] caled Smyrna‘ one of our
most faithful and most ancient dlies . ..
Such wasthe reverence of Smyrnafor
Romethat asfar back as195B.C. it was
thefirgt city intheworld to erect atemple
to thegoddessRoma’” (Lettersto the Seven
Churches, 1957, p. 29).

The only way Church members could go
about peacefully inthisplacewasto carry a
certificate showing they had offered incense
to the emperor and proclaimed him lord.
Among theancient papyri |ettersthat
archaeologists have found isonewith such
arequest and another with an accompany-
ing certificate declaring: “We, therepre-
sentatives of the Emperor, Serenosand
Hermas, have seen you sacrificing.”

Many of the Chrigtiansin Smyrna
would die because of fierce persecutions.
So Christ encourages and remindsthem
that Heiis offering them something Caesar
worship could never provide—the chance
to live forever. He exhortsthem: “Hewho
overcomes shdl not be hurt by the second
death” (verse 11).

Pergamos: “Where Satan'’s throne is"”

Next on the Roman mail route was Per-
gamos, the Roman capital of AsaMinoar.
Thiscity would never reach the commercid
grestness of Ephesusor Smyrna, but it was
theindisputable center of religious, medical
and artistic culture of theregion. Thecity's
famouslibrary, with 200,000 parchment
rolls, wasrivaed only by thelibrary in
Alexandria, Egypt.

Chrigt tellsthe church at Pergamos:

“I' know your works, and where you dwell,
where Satan’sthroneis’ (verse13). Again,
this prophecy had alitera fulfillment aswell
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as sarving asadescription of afuturetime
for the Church.

Themention of Satan’sthronein Per-
gamoslikely refersto the famousworship of
itsmost popular deity, the serpent god Askle-
pios Soter, whose L atin equivaent means
“the man-ingtructing serpent and savior.”

The serpent god was none other than Satan,
whom Revelation describes as“ that serpent
of old, cdled the Devil” (Revelation 12:9).

Pergamos was so renowned for the wor-
ship of thisgod, who supposedly hedled
the sick, that this deity was caled “the
Pergamene god.” Many of the coins discov-
ered in Pergamos have the serpent as part
of their design.

Theremainsof the shrineto Asklepios
have been uncovered by archaeologists.

“A 450-foot segment of the widest section
was excavated and recongiructed o visitors
to the Site can experience abeattiful
approach tothe Asklepieion,” notes John
McRay. “ Dedicated to Asklepios Soter, the
god of heding, theAsklepieion wasakind
of Mayo Clinic of theancient world. . .
Numerous treatment rooms, degping rooms
(for incubation and autosuggestion in psy-
chiatric trestment), meeting rooms, and
templeswerelocated here. . . Petients com-
ing to the shrine believed that Asklepios
would hed them. Therewas no perceived
dissonance between science and religion in
theancient world* (McRay, pp. 271-272).

“Fromall over theworld,” addsWilliam
Barclay, “ people flocked to Pergamosfor
relief of their Scknesses. R.H. Charleshas
called Pergamos ‘the L ourdes of the ancient
world' . . . Thus, pagan religion had its cen-
ter in Pergamos. There was the worship of
Atheneand Zeus, with its magnificent altar
dominating the city [now partialy recon-
structed in the Pergamum Museumin
Berlin]. Therewastheworship of Askle-
pios, bringing sick people from far and near,
and above dl therewere the demands of
Caesar worship, hanging forever likea
poised sword above the heads of the Chris-
tians’ (The Daily Sudy Bible, noteson Rev-
elation 2:12-17, Bible Explorer Software).

Origin of serpent worship
in Pergamos

How did serpent worship beginin

Pergamos? Some historianstraceit to the
collgpse of the Babylonian Empire, when
some Chaldean priests established their reli-
gious center in Pergamos. “ The defeated
Chaldeansfled to AsaMinor, and fixed
their centra college a Pergamos,” noteshis-
torian William Barker in hisbook Laresand
Penates of Cilicia (1853, p. 232).

Certainly the Old Testament identifies
Satan’s chief seet of activity asbeingin
ancient Babylon, where the doctrines of its
mystery religion “medeal the earth drunk”
(Jeremiah 51:7). Thiswould makeitsreli-
gious successor, Pergamos, the temporary
new “ Satan’sseat” of the Babylonian
mystery religion.

“That seet,” commentsAlexander His-
lop, “@after the death of Belshazzar [the last
Babylonian king], and the expulsion of the
Chaldean priesthood from Babylon by the
Medo-Persian kings, was a Pergamos,
where afterwards was one of the seven
churches of Asa There, in consequence,
for many centurieswas‘ Satan's seet.”

“There, under favor of the deified kings
of Pergamos, was hisfavorite abode and
was theworship of Asklepios, under the
form of the serpent . . . Pergamositself
became part and parcel of the Roman
Empire, when Attaluslll, thelast of its
kings, at hisdegth, left by will al hisdomin-
ionsto the Roman peoplein 133 BC” (The
Two Babylons, 1959, p. 240).

In thisway, the Roman emperors had
becomethe heirs of “ Satan’s seet” during
John's day. L ater, when the Roman Empire
collapsad, its successor, the Holy Roman
Empire, would inherit therole. It isnote-
worthy that Revelation 17:4-5, 18 reveals
that in the end time a powerful religious sys-
tem from the ancient past will againreign
over the nationsand beidentified as*Mys-
tery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of har-
lotsand of the Abominations of the Earth.”

Pressure to compromise in Thyatira

Some 40 miles east of Pergamos lay
Thyatira, acity important for itscommerce
inwool and textiles.

When the city was excavated from 1968
t0 1971, itsarchitecturd remains showed it
had the typical Roman style of colonnades
and public buildingsand atempleto the
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Pergamos, Roman capital of Asia Minor, was the center
for worship of the serpent god Asklepios Soter, which
supposedly had great healing powers. This god’s massive
shrine, the Asklepieion (left), attracted visitors from all
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over the known world. Such corrupt worship led John to
refer to Pergamos as the city “where Satan’s throne is.”
Like other major Roman cities, it erected temples for
emperor worship, including the Trajaneum (right).

goddessArtemis. The city was especialy
famousfor itsfinewoolen cloth, usualy
dyed inashadethat cameto becaled
Thyatiran purple. It wasfrom Thyatira
that Lydia, asdller of purple and convert
to Chrigtianity, had come (Acts 16:14).
Inscriptions at the Site revedl the existence
of trade guilds, many of them associated
with the powerful textileindustry.

Christ says about this congregation:

“I know your works, love, service, faith,
and your patience; and asfor your works,
the last are more than the first. Neverthe-
less| have afew things against you,
because you allow that woman Jezebel,
who calls herself aprophetess, to teach
and seduce My servants to commit sexua
immorality and eat things sacrificed to
idols’ (Revelation 2:19-20).

Since Thyatirawas ardligious center,
and the home of powerful guilds demanding
religious participation of their workersin
their banquets, it was difficult for Christians
toresgt falingintoidolatry.

“The strong trade guildsin thiscity,”
saysLeon Morris, “would have made it very
difficult for any Chrigtian to earn hisliving
without belonging to aguild. But member-
ship involved attendance at guild banquets,
and thisin turn meant eating meet which
had first been sacrificed to anidol. What
wasaChrigianto do?If hedid not conform
hewasout of ajob. ..

“Theteaching of Jezebel [probably a

symbolic name] apparently reasoned that
anidol isof no consequence, and advised
Chrigtiansto eat such medls. That these
mealsal too readily degenerated into sexua
|ooseness made mattersworse. But we can
understand that some Christianswould wel-
come aheresy of thistype. It enabled them
to maintain a Chrigtian professon while
countenancing and even engagingin
immora heathen revels’ (Tyndale New
Testament Commentaries, 1975, p. 71).

Christ remindsthe Thyatiran brethren
they must come out of that worldly society,
no matter how enticing it appeared, and not
compromisewith thetruth. He promisesto
those of Thyatirawho remain faithful that
they will be arrayed, not in Thyatiran pur-
ple, acloth used mainly by Roman royalty,
but a His coming with the spiritua mantle
of rulership over the nations.

Hetellsthem that “ he who overcomes,
and keeps My works until theend, to him
[ will give power over the nations— He
shdl rulethem with arod of iron; they
shdll be dashed to pieceslikethe potter's
vessals —as| dso have received from My
Father” (Revelation 2:26-27).

Sardis: Warning to watch

Poised above therich Hermus Valey,
Sardiswas 30 miles south of Thyatira The
city appeared asagigantic watchtower and
was consdered impregnable. Five roads
converged below it and contributed to

Sardis sstatusasagreat commercia center.
Thewedlth of the city—which had been
the capita of the Lydian Empire under the
opulent King Croesus—was legendary.

Chrigt exhortsthis church, “ Be watchful,
and strengthen the things which remain, that
areready to die, for | have not found your
works perfect before God” (Revelaion 3:2).

The Sardian brethren could reedily iden-
tify with awarning to bewatchful. The only
two times Sardis had been conquered were
when its citizens had become overconfident
and failed to watch.

Once, when King Cyrusof Persia
besieged the city, the Sardians, nestled in
their fortress high above, paid little atten-
tion to the invader. Cyrus could not find a
way to get up to the citadel and even
offered areward to the soldier who discov-
ered apathway. Sometime later avigilant
Persian soldier spied adefender who had
accidentally dropped his helmet from
above. The careless soldier climbed down a
secret pathway to retrieveit, and that night
the Persians|ed their troops up the same
pathway and to the top. To their surprise,
the site was completely unguarded. The
watchmen had gone hometo deep, think-
ing there was no need to keep guard at
night—and so Sardisfell.

Incredibly, severd centurieslater the
same sequence of events occurred when
aGreek generd beseged the city. After a
year'ssegethe Greeks appeared to lose dll




hope of conquering the city. Then one of
the Sardian soldiers dropped ahelmet and
retrieved it. That night the Greeksled some
men up the steep cliff. When they reached
the top, the place was again unguarded.
Sardis sinhabitants had forgotten their
lesson, and thelr city fell again.

Chrigt usesthislesson to drive home
apowerful spiritua point to His Church:
“Thereforeif you will not watch, | will come
upon you asa thief, and you will not know
what hour | will comeuponyou” (verse3).

Faithfulness in Philadelphia

About 25 miles southeast of Sardislay
thecity of Philadelphia, newest of the seven
cities. Animperial road passed through it
from Rometo the eest, S0 it became known
as“the gateway tothe East.”

Chrig saystothischurch: “Thesethings
saysHewhoisholy, Hewhoistrue. . .
Behold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast what
you have, that no one may takeyour crown.
Hewho overcomes, | will make him apillar
inthetemple of My God, and he shdl go out
nomore’ (Revelaion 3.7, 11-12).

Christ emphasizesHisloyalty to Histrue
followersand remindsthem to be equaly
faithful to Him. If they perseverein His
Word, Hewill give them acrown that they
may rulewith Himin HisKingdom.

Wefind adefinite theme of brotherly
fidelity in this section. The Philadelphian
brethren could well identify with this
admonition.

Philadelphia means* brotherly love”
The city was named after thelovetheking
who founded the city held for hisbrother.
The city was established by Attalus|l (159
138 B.C.), who was caled Philadelphus
(“brother lover”) in honor of hisloyd affec-
tion toward hisbrother, King Eumenesl|
of Pergamos. During his brother’slifetime
Attaus|l washismost loya assgtant. He
successfully commanded hisbrother’s
forcesin severd warsand later became
the trusted ambassador to their dly, Rome.
There hewon respect and admiration from
the Romansfor hisbrotherly fidelity.

The New Bible Dictionary comments:
“As Philade phus was renowned for his
loyalty to hisbrother, so the church, the
true Philadelphia, inherits and fulfills
his character by its steadfast loyalty to
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Chrigt” (1982, “Philadelphia” p. 926).
Laodicea: Warning to repent

Theladt city on the route was Laodicea,
45 miles southeast of Philadelphia. With
three main roads crossing it, the city was
oneof therichest commercia centersinthe
world. The Laodiceanswere famousfor
producing shiny, black wooal clothing and
boasted of an outstanding medical center
that specidized in eye ointments. With the
wesalth amassed, it had aso becomethe
banking center of the region.

Chrigt saystothischurch: “1 know your
works, that you are neither cold nor hot.
| could wish you were cold or hot. So then,
becauseyou are lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.
Becauseyou say, ‘| anrich, have become
wedlthy, and have need of nothing'—and do
not know that you are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked—I counsd you to
buy from Me gold refined in thefire, that
you may berich; and white garments, that
you may be clothed, that the shame of your
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint
your eyeswith eye sdve, that you may see’
(verses 15-18).

Archaeol ogists have discovered themain
agueduct going to Laodicea, and severd
milesof it can il betraced. The water
piped in from the south had so many miner-
dsthat the Roman engineers had covers
ingtalled so they could remove the minerd
deposits before the pipes clogged.

“For dl itswedth, the city had poor
waeter,” says The Expositor’s Bible Commen-
tary. “ Thewater either camefrom the nearby
hot springs and was cooled to lukewarm
or camefromacooler source and warmed
up inthe aqueduct ontheway” (noteson
Revedion 3, Zondervan software).

Christ usesthe Laodiceans lukewarm
and distasteful water to point out that their
poor spiritud stateisequaly offensveto
Him. Hewarnsthem that, if they do not
rapidly improvetheir spiritua condition, He
will rgject them. He deteststhe Laodicean
attitude of compromising with God'slaws.
By contrast, He later describesthose who
arefaithful to Him as“those who keep the
commandments of God and thefaith of
Jesus’ (Revelation 14:12).

Further, even if their clothing were

world renowned, Christ tellsthem their
“spiritua garments’ werein pitiful condi-
tion. He recommends they focusinstead on
buying from Him the spiritua clothing of
true righteousness that He later describes
as“finelinen, clean and bright, for thefine
linenistherighteous acts of the saints’
(Revelation 19:8).

Jesus next tell sthose brethren, who were
blind to their true spiritua condition, thet the
“Phrygian powder” concocted in their med-
ical center asan eye ointment was Usdless.
Instead, He advised them to use Histrue
spiritua eye salve o they can clearly see
and repent of their compromising attitudes.

Lastly, Christ warnsthem not to put their
trust in their physical wealth but in Him,
who can devel op the true gold thet comes
from overcoming trialsand building righ-
teous spiritud character. Thissolid adviceis
of lasting valueto the entirety of the Church
a any timeinitshistory.

Conclusion

This concludes our archaeologica
review of thelast book of the Bible. We
hope this series has been asatisfying
journey through the Bible and that it has
strengthened your faith.

Throughout this serieswe have con-
firmed what Paul wrotein 2 Timothy 3:16-
17: “All Scriptureisgiven by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instructionin
righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every
goodwork.” Gn

Recommended Reading

To learn more
about the book of
Revelaion and
what it reveals
about the past,
present and
future, be sure
to request your
free copy of The
Book of Revelation Unveiled. Contact
any of our officeslisted on page 2, or
request or download it from our Web
site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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